Tafsirlbn K<ith' * 

^Aj2 l-uj V tilij 

This is the Book: in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those ffho fear Allab 




Revealed in Makkah 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 


a, * » )-> 


26:1 Ta Sin Mim. 


L - 1 sIljU (illj 


26:2 These are Ayat of the Book Mubin. 






26:3 It may be that you are going Bakhi' yourself, 
that they do not become believers. 

i" i o > A 'o | 9^, il,-» T-" £ tl ^ ^ 0 °1" ® f/.•i f •"*,:* 1 

IgJ ^-S-lC-l l* liJo^ Ajl£ f LajoiIi {^ya J 1C. U1 


26:4 If We will. We could send down to them from 
the heaven a sign, to which they would bend their 
necks in humility. 
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Ajc. V} yj qa ^ Jjt-j Gaj 

U^J*^ 

26:5 And never comes there unto them a Reminder 
as a recent revelation from the Most Gracious, but 
they turn away therefrom. 

^ f \" "*f° .*1 a .*s*^*o <•-* 

(jjg-jg n>n 4 j I La i j-iJi ^jg-jJUjaia I Asa 

26:6 So, they have indeed denied, then the news of 
what they mocked at will come to them. 

E jj '&c*'+0'Zd £ u^jVl J) Yjj -(Jjt 

fiA 

26:7 Do they not observe the earth — how much of 
every good kind We cause to grow therein! 

Ci&y* ^ j yr! u! 

26:8 Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are 
not believers. 

^ j lj!j 

26:9 And verily your Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty, 
the Most Merciful. 


The Qur'an and the Disbelievers tur ning away; They could be| 
compelled to believe if Allah so 


Allah says: 

Ta Sin Mim. 

At the beginning of the explanation of Surah Al- 
Baqarah we discussed the letters which appear at the 
beginning of some Surahs. 
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Allah's saying: 


(Y) J^l lJ&\ CjQ ^ 


These are the Ayat of the Book Mubin. 


means, these are the verses of the Clear Qur'an, 
i.e. the clear and unambiguous Book which 
distinguishes between truth and falsehood, 
misguidance and guidance. 

... 

It may be that you are going Bakhi' yourself, 


means, destroy yourself -- because of your 
keenness that they should be guided and your 
grief for them. 


that they do not become believers. 

Here Allah is consoling His Messenger for the lack 
of faith of those among the disbelievers who do 
not believe in him. 


This is like the Ayat: 


L_sa ili 


So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them. 
(35:8) 


I Ijlojj q\ 

liuuit 


Perhaps, you would Bakhi' yourself, over their 
footsteps, because they believe not in this 
narration. (18:6) 

Mujahid, Ikrimah, Qatadah, Atiyyah, Ad-Dahhak, Al- 
Hasan and others said that: (it may be 

that you are going Bakhi' yourself), 


means, ' kill yourself. 
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Then Allah says: 


(*) 


Lgl M YrJ I - f, Laliill jj A Jjij lljJ jjl 


If We will, We could send down to them from the heaven 
a sign, to which they would bend their necks in humility. 

meaning, ' if We so willed, We could send down a 
sign that would force them to believe, but We will 
not do that because We do not want anyone to 
believe except by choice.' 


Allah says: 

Clutif I x. Aa k ^aj^l jjxV jlj 




And had your Lord willed, those on earth would 
have believed, all of them together. So, will you 
then compel mankind, until they become 
believers. (10:99) 


a .1^.1 j Slj jjjAjII (JxaJ eUi jlj 


And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely, 
have made mankind one Ummah... (11:118) 

But Allah's will has acted, His decree has come to 
pass, and His proof has been conveyed to 
mankind by mission of Messengers and the 
revelation of Books to them. 


Then Allah says: 


( o) ^jjj. A Ajc- ill di v>- -a 


And never comes there unto them a Reminder as a 
recent revelation from the Most Gracious, but they turn 
away therefrom. 

meaning, every time a Scripture comes from 
heaven to them, most of the people turn away 
from it. 


As Allah says: 


4 






•jTj o-lSll L j 


And most of mankind will not believe even if you 
desire it eagerly. (12:103) 


4j % £JJj qa jf'; pUuJI e^ma. j 


Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger 
to them but they used to mock at him. (36:30) 


4-af (■ tk. Ua (JS (_$ Jpj IjIi-uj 1 *<T. ,.jt 


Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. 
Every time there came to a nation their 
Messenger, they denied him... (23:44) 


Allah says here: 


/*1 \ 


So, they have indeed denied, then the news of what they 
mocked at will come to them. 


meaning, they denied the truth that came to 
them, so they will come to know the news of the 
consequences of this denial after a while. 

> jj.')a '' i _ Ta ' z' 

And those who do wrong will come to know by 
what overturning they will be overturned. 
(26:227) 

Then Allah tells those who dared to oppose His Messenger and 
disbelieve in His Book, that He is the Subduer, the Almighty, the 
All-Powerful, Who created the earth and caused every good kind 
of crop, fruit and animal to grow therein. 

( V ) £jj J! 

Do they not observe the earth -- how much of every 
good kind We cause to grow therein! 
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Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from a man from Ash- 
Sha'bi that people are a product of the earth. So 
whoever enters Paradise is good and noble, and whoever 
enters Hell is base and vile. 


... U 


Verily, in this is an Ayah, 

meaning an evidence of the power of the Creator 
of all things. 

(Aj (jjJLoJjx jjlS Uaj 

yet most of them are not believers. 

He spread out the earth and raised the canopy of 
the heavens, yet despite that the majority of 
people do not believe, rather they deny Him, His 
Messengers, and His Books, and they go against 
His commands doing the things He had 
prohibited. 

His saying: 


... <jJj 


And verily your Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty, 

means, the One Who has power over all things, to 
subdue and control them, 


0 ) ... 


the Most Merciful. 

means, towards His creation, for He does not 
hasten to punish the one who sins, but He gives 
him time to repent, and if he does not, then He 
seizes him with a mighty punishment. 

Abu Al-Aliyah, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi' bin Anas and Ibn Ishaq 
said: 
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"He is Almighty in His punishment of those who 
went against His commands and worshipped 
others besides Him." 

Sa' id bin Jubayr said: 

"He is Most Merciful towards those who repent to 
Him and turn to Him." 


Qujklt f jB cjjI J '4j 

26:10 And (remember) when your Lord called Musa 
(saying): "Go to the people who are wrongdoers." 

" ■$•#" y f ^ 0 " 0 0 ■£• 

U 

26:11 "The people of Fir'awn. Will they not have 
Taqwa!" 

J Lail mj 'jis 

26:12 He said: "My Lord! Verily, I fear that they will 
deny me," 

UJJ-^ J! 

26:13 "And my breast straitens, and my tongue 
expresses not well. So send for Harun." 

J LJ.li.tl Li y, -(40 

26:14 "And they have a charge of crime against me, 
and I fear they will kill me." 


£o £ o 

u»<a 


q 1411 'jis 


26:15 (Allah) said: "Nay! Go you both with Our 
signs. Verily, We shall be with you, listening." 
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Cj adj a V j£ ^ 

26:16 "And go both of you to Fira'wn, and say: 'We 
are the Messengers of the Lord of Al-' Alamin,’ 

U SA isit °Jwi’ jt °jl 

26:17 'So allow the Children of Israel to go with 
us. 1 " 


(jjjuoi Uji d njlj IjlJj llii liljjj °j! j]ll 


26:18 (Fir'awn) said (to Musa): "Did we not bring 
you up among us as a child! And you did dwell many 
years of your life with us." 


qja dill j Cl iT* 3 <dlHk3 d iTa^j 

26:19 "And you did your deed, which you did. While 
you were one of the ingrates." 


oJtiS '(> ul'j i a iji*i 'jn 

26:20 Musa said: "I did it then, when I was in 
error." 


" <5 ! H" * " " " o . 4 £ o A* # .. 0 ^ •'»'» 

1 ^ i—lA vVn Loj djj^aS 

jjlu: jaSI 'qa 


26:21 "So, I fled from you when I feared you. But 
my Lord has granted me Hukm, and made me one of 
the Messengers." 


JtJf _>*»] C5^ dlAjO jl (ilLj 

26:22 "And this is the past favor with which you 
reproach me, — that you have enslaved the Children 

of Israel." 
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Between Musa and Fir'awn 


Allah tells us what He commanded His servant, son of Imran 
and Messenger Musa, peace be upon him, who spoke with Him, 
to do, when He called him from the right side of the mountain, 
and conversed with him, and chose him, sent him, and 
commanded him to go to Fir' awn and his people. 

Allah says: 

^ \ ^ Clul ^j! liLj ^ jIj Jil j 

(n) (jjiii Ut Jjc. ji e °ji 

(u) jjSSi J Lillt J\ Ljj JIS 

(^ UJJ^* J! c5 

(> £ ) ijjljlj jjf i—aliti t_u 3 yc. j 

And when your Lord called Musa: "Go to the people who 
are wrongdoers. The people of Fir'awn. Will they not 
have Taqwa!" 

He said: "My Lord! Verily, I fear that they will deny me, 
And my breast straitens, and my tongue expresses not 
well. So send for Harun. And they have a charge of crime 
against me, and I fear they will kill me." 

So, Musa asked Allah to remove these difficulties for 
him, as he said in Surah Ta Ha: 


iSJ^ SrU ^ 

L sjA 

Musa said: "O my Lord! Open for me my chest. 
And ease my task for me." (20:25-26) until: 

(illjjui CLlil j( _ii 

You are granted your request, 0 Musa! (20:36) 

(jjEk: (jt t_iUkta t_u3 "Jz- 
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And they have a charge of crime against me, and 
I fear they will kill me. 

because he had killed that Egyptian, which 
was the reason that he left the land of 
Egypt. 


... 135 J15 


(Allah) said: "Nay!..." 

Allah told him: do not be afraid of anything like 
that. 

This is like the Ayah, 

t' 3 olj. l -4 j liljjJaC- -luiim 


Allah said: "We will strengthen your arm 
through your brother, and give you both 
power, (meaning, proof); 


Uaiii tg_g Ml ila 


... so they shall not be able to harm you, 
with Our signs, you two as well as those 
who follow you will be the victors. (28:35) 

o) qju&jL ^ q qgL ... 

Go you both with Our signs. Verily, We shall be with you, 
listening. 

This is like the Ayah, 


(_£ J j 1 aK* a 

I am with you both, hearing and seeing. (20:46). 

Meaning, 'I will be with you by My protection, 
care, support and help.' 

^ \ “l ) (jAalUtll L_1 J Jjaoij lj| jE- bijli 
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And go both of you to Fir'awn, and say: 'We are the 
Messengers of the Lord of the all that exists.' 

This is like the Ayah, 


aS J V jlu J til 


Verily, we are both Messengers of your Lord. 
(20:47) 

which means, ' both of us have been sent to you,' 

( ^ V) JjjI JjoiI Jjj jf (jl 

So allow the Children of Israel to go with us. 

Meaning, ' let them go, free them from your 
captivity, subjugation and torture, for they are 
the believing servants of Allah, devoted to Him, 
and with you they are in a position of humiliating 
torture.' 

When Musa said that to him, Fir'awn turned away and 
ignored him completely, regarding him with scorn and 
thinking little of him. 


... Jis 

Saying: 

IaJj Liia jjl 

Did we not bring you up among us as a child! 

meaning, we brought you up among us, in our 
home and on our bed, we nourished you and did 
favors for you for many years, and after all that 
you responded to our kindness in this manner: 
you killed one of our men and denied our favors 
to you.' 


p A \ ‘4l e > aC - cAjI j 

... J\\ '<£&k 
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And you did dwell many years of your life with 
us." 

And you did your deed, which you did. 

So he said to him: 


) lMJ^' l > ... 


While you were one of the ingrates. 

meaning, one of those who deny favors. 

This was the view of Ibn Abbas and Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, and was the view 
favored by Ibn Jarir. 


... la i^rjis 


(Musa) said: "I did it then..." 
meaning, at that time, 


(Y « ) (jjLiJal! (jja Ij! j 


when I was in error. 


meaning, 'before revelation was sent to me and 
before Allah made me a Prophet and sent me with 
this Message.' 


(jjIuij-J! (jja ^ VT» -v j \ ^ ' _iA ji l!a] 

0 ") 


So, I fled from you when I feared you. But my Lord has 
granted me Hukm, and made me one of the 
Messengers. 

means, 'the first situation came to an end and 
another took its place. Now Allah has sent me to 
you, and if you obey Him, you will be safe, but if 
you oppose Him, you will be destroyed.' 


(Y Y ) (JjjI JjoiI dl J I frlaj “Cixj 
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Then Musa said: 




And this is the past favor with which you reproach me, -- 
that you have enslaved the Children of Israel. 

meaning, 'whatever favors you did in bringing 
me up are offset by the evil you did by enslaving 
the Children of Israel and using them to do your 
hard labor. Is there any comparison between your 
favors to one man among them and the evil you 
have done to all of them What you have 
mentioned about me is nothing compared to what 
you have done to them.' 


CjiaLxA) l_jj Uj jjc. Jla 

26:23 Fir'awn said: "And what is the Lord of Al- 
Alamin!" 

& o! CS ty =j I lSj 'JlS 

- ... i 

26:24 (Musa) said: "The Lord of the heavens and 
the earth, and all that is between them, if you seek 
to be convinced with certainty." 

Qjx-adjuoJ Vt (Jli 

26:25 (Fir'awn) said to those around: "Do you not 
hear (what he says)!" 

Cjj -f&j uu 

26:26 (Musa) said: "Your Lord and the Lord of your 
ancient fathers!" 

Jjajjl (jll I j j) JL9 

26:27 (Fir'awn) said: "Verily, your Messenger who 
has been sent to you is a madman!" 
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\K jl 1 j ^^jjouJI C_Jj (Jli 

26:28 (Musa) said: "Lord of the east and the west, 
and all that is between them, if you did but 
understand!" 


Allah tells us a bout the disbelief, rebellion, oppression and| 
denial of Fir'awnBSIii§i^^^Bbv i% 


He tells: 


(YYJ Qj-alUJI t_ij U«j (Jli 

(Fir' awn) said: "And what is the Lord of the ‘ Alamin!" 
This is because he used to say to his people: 

4_J) (j-a ^3 ‘ - La^C. l_« 

I know not that you have a god other than 
me. (28:28) 

% > 4 -» f ■* > O S • £0 4-* 

c LkaLS ^3 s_1 a luiLS 

Thus he fooled his people, and they 
obeyed him. (43:54) 

They used to deny the Creator, may He be glorified, and 
they believed that they had no other lord than Fir'awn. 

When Musa said to them: "I am the Messenger of the 
Lord of the worlds," Fir'awn said to him, "Who is this 
who you are claiming is the Lord of Al-' Alamin other 
than me!" 

This is how it was interpreted by the scholars of the 
Salaf and the Imams of later generations. 

As-Suddi said, 

"This Ayah is like the Ayah, 

^JLU LoJjJ (j m2 Jli 
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(Fir'awn) said: "Who then, O Musa, is the Lord of 
you two!" 

He said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing 
its form and nature, then guided it aright." 
(20:49-50) 

Those among the philosophers and others who claimed 
that this was a question about the nature or substance 
(of Allah) are mistaken. 

Fir'awn did not believe in the Creator in the first place, 
so he was in no position to ask about the nature of the 
Creator; he denied that the Creator existed at all, as is 
apparent from the meaning, even though proof and 
evidence had been established against him. 

When Fir'awn asked him about the Lord of AI-'Alamin, Musa 
said: 

l pi^Lajgill C—JJ 'Jli 

(Musa) said: "The Lord of the heavens and the earth, 
and all that is between them..." 

meaning, the Creator, Sovereign and Controller of 
all that, their God Who has no partner or 
associate. He is the One Who has created all 
things. He knows the higher realms and the 
heavenly bodies that are in them, both those that 
are stationary and those that move and shine 
brightly. He knows the lower realms and what is 
in them; the oceans, continents, mountains, 
trees, animals, plants and fruits. He knows what 
is in between the two realms; the winds, birds, 
and whatever is in the air. All of them are 
servants to Him, submitting and humbling 
themselves before Him. 

( Y *) ul... 

if you seek to be convinced with certainty. 

means, if you have believing hearts and clear 
insight. 
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(jlaJ ijli 


(Fir'awn) said to those around: 

i.e., Fir'awn turned to the chiefs and leaders of 
his state around him, and said to them -- 
mockingly expressing his disbelief in Musa: 

|Y ®) til 


"Do you not hear!" 

meaning, 'are you not amazed by what this man 
is claiming -- that you have another god other 
than me!' 

Musa said to them: 


(y 1 ) Ljjj Jll 

Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient fathers! 

meaning, the One Who created you and your 
forefathers, those who came before Fir'awn and 
his time. 


... Jis 


Fie (Fir'awn ) said: 

(Y V) Oj'V (Jjoi J pll u] ... 

Verily, your Messenger who has been sent to you is a 
madman! 

meaning, there is no sense in his claim that there 
is any god other than me!' 

... Jis 


(Musa) said — 

to those in whose hearts Fir'awn had planted 
doubts: 

(Y A) (jl l Loj L_1 j 
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Lord of the east and the west, and all that is between 
them, if you did but understand! 

' He is the One Who made the east the place 
where the heavenly bodies rise, and made the 
west the place where they set; this is the system 
to which He has subjugated all the heavenly 
bodies, stationary and moving. If what Fir'awn 
claims is true, that he is your lord and your god, 
then let him turn things around so that the 
heavenly bodies set in the east and rise in the 
west.' 

This is similar to the Ayah, 

JIS SI 't&SI aUI kS\ °J Jl faA'Jil ^ 

tit (JUS CllLaJj 45^4 i_ (_gJj ^jAjjI 

ciiti 45^ij a 31I jjla ^ja^jI (Jli 

jjxi 

who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord, 
because Allah had given him the kingdom! 

When Ibrahim said: "My Lord is He Who 
gives life and causes death." 

He said, "I give life and cause death." 

Ibrahim said, "Verily, Allah brings the sun 
from the east. So cause it to rise from the 
west." (2:258) 

So when Fir'awn was defeated in debate, he 
resorted to the use of his force and power, 
believing that this would be effective in dealing 
with Musa, peace be upon him, so he said, as 
Allah tells us: 


L > t$JI 

26:29 He said: "If you choose a god other than me, 
I will certainly put you among the prisoners." 
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26:30 He said: "Even if I bring you something 
manifest!" 

J^all (j-d Clu^ <jl pti 'Jis 

26:31 He said: "Bring it forth then, if you are of the 
truthful!" 



26:32 So he threw his stick, and behold, it was a 
serpent, manifest. 




26:33 And he drew out his hand, and behold, it was 
white to all beholders! 


iujj pb. 1x4 oi juu 'ji 

26:34 He said to the chiefs around him: "Verily, this 
is indeed a well-versed sorcerer." 


" * * i'* \' * 0 oi. # ofo!^o o. 9- f 

26:35 "He wants to drive you out of your land by his 
sorcery: what is it then that you command!" 

jjjJLa. ^ HjjuIj aUkfj Wj 

26:36 They said: "Put him off and his brother (for a 
while), and send callers to the cities;" 

jki, ’JL a jit 




26:37 "To bring up to you every well-versed 
sorcerer." 
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After the Rational Proof, Fir awn resorts to Force 


Allah tells: 


... 'J15 


He (Fir'awn) said: 

When proof had been established against 
Fir'awn, clearly and rationally, he resorted to 
using force against Musa, thinking that after this 
there would no further room for discussion. So he 
said: 


If you choose a god other than me, I will certainly put 
you among the prisoners. 

To this, Musa responded: 

(Y > ) jjJXa f ( _ 5 -du j3jt 

(Musa) said: Even if I bring you something manifest! 
meaning, clear and definitive proof. 

(Y \) qa duS aj dita JIS 

(VY) csA aL^c. 

He (Fir'awn) said: "Bring it forth then, if you are of the 
truthful!" 

So he (Musa) threw his stick, and behold, it was a 
serpent, manifest. 

meaning, it was very clear and obvious, with a 
huge body and a big mouth, terrifying in 
appearance. 

o(li ^ jjj 

And he (Musa) drew out his hand, 
meaning, from his sleeve, 
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(TT) (jjjialll! jJaJJ ^gA lill 


and behold, it was white to all beholders! 

It was shining like a piece of the moon. 


... ttjkllolTJlS 


He said to the chiefs around him: 

Since Fir'awn was already doomed, he hastened to 
stubborn denial, and said to the chiefs around him: 


(V£) (4c. IjA (jl ... 


Verily, this is indeed a well-versed sorcerer. 

One who knows a great deal of magic or 
witchcraft. 


Fir'awn was trying to convince them that this was 
sorcery, not a miracle. Then he provoked them against 
Musa, trying to make them oppose him and disbelieve in 
him, and said: 


... L> i ) au-j 


He wants to drive you out of your land by his sorcery... 

meaning, ' he wants to capture the people's hearts and 
win them over by doing this, so that they will support 
him, and help him and follow him, and he will defeat you 
in your own land and take the land from you. 

(V®) 

what is it then that you command!" 

i.e., So advise me, what should I do with him!' 

(V“l) clixjlj Ijili 

(TV) -.T-- j)\ 4 ,m 


They said: "Put him off and his brother, and send callers 
to the cities; to bring up to you every well-versed 
sorcerer." 
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meaning, 'delay him and his brother until you 
gather together all the sorcerers from every city 
and region of your kingdom so that they may 
confront him and produce something like he 
produces, then you will defeat him and have the 
victory.' 

So Fir'awn did as they suggested, which is what 
Allah decreed would happen to them, so that all 
the people would gather in one place and the 
signs and proof of Allah would be made manifest 
before them all in one day. 


^ c* 1 axaj h,iii 

26:38 So, the sorcerers were assembled at a fixed 
time on a day appointed. 

^ °j a um ixh 

26:39 And it was said to the people: "Are you (too) 
going to assemble," 

1 jjlK (j)\ £Jdj 1 j3*3 

26:40 "That we may follow the sorcerers if they are 
the winners." 

IS Ji 1 13 0 > js! 1 *1* PJa 

'owJASI 0^ 

26:41 So, when the sorcerers arrived, they said to 
Fir'awn: "Will there surely be a reward for us if we 
are the winners!" 

1*4 •" ^ f * 1 0 I ^ 0 ^ 'i ''' ♦ « <* 

qaI ul Jla 

26:42 He said: "Yes, and you shall then verily be of 
those brought near (to myself)." 
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" o 4 .f T' » ' i 0 * 1 " tl ** 

^aJJl La l^&Jl LS^ F* 

26:43 Musa said to them: "Throw what you are 
going to throw!" 

> o '.I (i,| " « h**' 0 * & " o ' »o <.chf^ 

LP^ Lj 1 uj° 1 j^Aj pg..l^P j p$ ' )> 1 

ojm\ 

26:44 So, they threw their ropes and their sticks, 
and said: "By the might of Fir'awn, it is we who will 
certainly win!" 

l VqTi l^ta A ^joj 

26:45 Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it 
swallowed up all that they falsely showed! 

26:46 And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. 

jjJUJI IS jj lid I jll i 

26:47 Saying: "We believe in the Lord of Al- 
' Alamin." 

JjjUj 

26:48 "The Lord of Musa and Harun." 


Between Musa, peace be upon him, and the Sorcerers 


Allah describes the actual encounter between Musa, peace be 
upon him, and the Egyptians in Surah Al-A'raf, Surah Ta Ha, 
and in this Surah. 

The Egyptians wanted to extinguish the Light of Allah with their 
words, but Allah insisted that His Light should prevail even 
though the disbelievers disliked that. This is the issue of 
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disbelief and faith; they never confront one another but faith 
always prevails: 


la-a (Jjjll L 3^31 1 Jj 

' A J 


Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it 
destroys it, and behold, it disappears. And woe to you 
for that which you ascribe. (21:18) 

Jia-JI JjA jj <_3^' (_JSj 


And say: "Truth has come and falsehood has vanished." 
(17:81) 

And Allah tells: 


(V A) cilia Lai all 

(V ^ ) ^jjir a'l’N a (Ja (Jj 3 j 


So, the sorcerers were assembled at a fixed time on a 
day appointed. And it was said to the people: "Are you 
(too) going to assemble," 

The sorcerers of Egypt were the most skilled in the art of 
illusion, but when a huge group of them gathered from 
all corners of the land, and the people came together on 
that day whose exact numbers are known to Allah Alone, 
one of them said: 

( f ) jjjjllill ^A (jl * "II £-lii I lt»1 

That we may follow the sorcerers if they are the winners. 

They did not say: 'we will follow the truth, 
whether it rests with the sorcerers or with Musa;' 
the people were followers of the religion of their 
king. 

all Lala 


So, when the sorcerers arrived, 

means, when they reached the court of Fir'awn, and a 
pavilion had been erected for him. There he gathered his 
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servants, followers, administrators, and provincial 
leaders, and the soldiers of his kingdom. The sorcerers 
stood before Fir'awn, asking him to treat them well and 
bring them closer to him if they prevailed in this matter 
which he had brought them together for. They said: 

(n) u! 'l^S ^ b' j&3 ... 

"Will there surely be a reward for us if we are the 
winners!" 


( £ Y ) jjjjjLall (j«<s 3 I jl j (Jli 

He (Fir'awn) said: "Yes, and you shall then verily be of 
those brought near." 

meaning, 'and you will be given more than what 
you are asking for; I will make you among those 
who are close to me, those who sit with me.' 

So they went back to their places: 

15 ^ iSj UJ^ J ^!j J ^ 

1 j2I Lfc JIS 


They said: "0 Musa! Either you throw first 
or we be the first to throw!" 

(Musa) said: "Nay, throw you (first)!" 
(20:65-66) 

Here the incident is described more briefly. 

• • • CS- 01 

Musa said to them: 

(tr) Uc IjS!... 

tjjjjUJI (jaol IjI q jC-ji a Ijllij .ac .j 

"Throw what you are going to throw!" 

So, they threw their ropes and their sticks, and said: "By 
the might of Fir' awn, it is we who will certainly win!" 
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This is what the ignorant masses say when they 
do something: 'this is by the virtue of So-and- 
so!' 

In Surah Al-A' raf Allah mentioned that: 

^ ; uJ (jjC-l I ‘ " 

They bewitched the eyes of the people, 
and struck terror into them, and they 
displayed a great magic. (7:116) 

And in Surah Ta Ha He said: 

l^jf t Clii A J ±x ^aC-j ^ liis 

C5 *1 U J 

- i ** -i . O.' • - " 0 

Jc.t3l aa L£3 U Ola 

■llfl I ^ Uaj) I j» 1 . Ua i fiiOj i A\±gj 1_« (Jjlt j 

t^n-v ja.Luill ^IL Uj ^a.U_o 


Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, 
by their magic, appeared to him as though 
they moved fast. So Musa conceived fear 
in himself. We (Allah) said: "Fear not! 

Surely, you will have the upper hand. And 
throw that which is in your right hand! It 
will swallow up that which they have 
made. That which they have made is only 
a magician's trick, and the magician will 
never be successful, to whatever amount 
(of skill) he may attain." (20:66-69) 

And here Allah says: 

(i °) uj-^9 csA ol■ "~ ,r - jm Ls 2ta 

Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it swallowed up 
all that they falsely showed! 
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by snatching up and catching them from every 
corner and swallowing them up, and it did not 
leave any of them untouched. 


Allah says: 

(£ 1iill 
(i V) (jj-olUtll i_i jj Hal I j]U 
(f A) 

And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. Saying: "We 
believe in the Lord of AI-'Alamin, the Lord of Musa and 
Harun." 


This is as Allah mentions elsewhere: 

jjjtakj La (JjHlI jHji 

I^Jkjlj HlHk 1 jjli3 
all j 
jxalUll Ljjj Hal 1 jUS 

jjjUj <^>0 UJ 


Thus truth was confirmed, and all that they did 
was made of no effect. So they were defeated 
there and returned disgraced. And the sorcerers 
fell down prostrate. They said: "We believe in the 
Lord of all that exists, the Lord of Musa and 
Harun." (7:118-122) 

This was a very serious matter, furnishing 
decisive proof leaving no room for any excuse. 
Fir'awn's supporters, who sought and hoped that 
they would prevail over Musa, were themselves 
defeated. At that moment they believed in Musa 
and prostrated to Allah, the Lord of AI-'Alamin 
Who sent Musa and Harun with the truth and an 
obvious miracle. Fir'awn was defeated in a 
manner the likes of which the world had never 
seen, but he remained arrogant and stubborn 
despite the clear evidence, may the curse of Allah 
and the angels and all of mankind be upon him. 
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He resorted to arrogance and stubbornness and 
propagating falsehood. He began to issue threats 
against them, saying: 


jkUl ajI 


Verily, he is your chief who has taught you 
magic. (20:71) 


A'nValt ^3 oj-ajjfLa jSlal I.Ufc jjl 


Surely, this is a plot which you have 
plotted in the city. (7:123) 


yj p o% 'J ja y js 

ij&i Li^Ja >Ul 

26:49 He said: "You have believed in him before I 
give you leave. Surely, he indeed is your chief, who 
has taught you magic! So verily, you shall come to 
know. 

- • t 


Verily, I will cut off your hands and your feet on 
opposite sides, and I will crucify you all." 

u?j j) cj -jjj, * i jjis 

26:50 They said: "No harm! Surely, to our Lord we 
are to return." 

'Jjl 13S j! 1 i j Hjj IIS (jf ^alSaj IjI 


26:51 "Verily, we really hope that our Lord will 
forgive us our sins, as we are the first of the 
believers." 
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Between Fir'awn and the Sorcerers 


His threats against them resulted only in an increase in their 
faith and submission to Allah, for the veil of disbelief had been 
lifted from their hearts and the truth became clear to them 
because they knew something that their people did not: that 
what Musa had done could not have been done by any human 
being unless Allah helped him, making it proof and an evidence 
of the truth of what he had brought from his Lord. 

Allah tells that: 


... ^ ja <S JIS 

He (Fir'awn) said: You have believed in him before I 
give you leave. 

meaning, 'you should have asked my permission 
for what you did, and you did not consult with 
me; if I had given you permission you could have 
done it, and if I did not allow you, you should not 
have done it, for I am the ruler and the one to be 
obeyed.’ 


... jkUl 1 4jJ ... 


Surely, he indeed is your chief, who has taught you 
magic! 


This is stubborn talk, and anyone can see that it 
is nonsense, for they had never met Musa before 
that day, so how could he have been their chief 
who taught them how to do magic! No rational 
person would say this. 


~K Vt, .atfj i_allk jj-a j ^j*3asl3 (jj-alkj t_flj >Jfl 


So verily, you shall come to know. Verily, I will cut off 
your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and I will 
crucify you all." 

Then Fir'awn threatened to cut off their hands 
and feet, and crucify them. 


28 




jj ■ U Ijlli 


They said: No harm! 

meaning, 'no problem, that will not harm us and 
we do not care.' 


(o .) jJ&LA LjjJ ^1 tjl ... 

Surely, to our Lord we are to return. 

means, 'the return of us all is to Allah, may He 
be glorified, and He will never allow the reward of 
anyone who has done good to be lost. What you 
have done to us is not hidden from Him, and He 
will reward us in full for that.' 

So they said: 

IjUjUai. 12 jj 12] jikj (jf IjI 

Verily, we really hope that our Lord will forgive us our 
sins, 

'the sins we have committed and the magic you 
forced us to do. 1 

(O i'Jjt IS J ... 

as we are the first of the believers, 

means, because we are the first of our people, 
the Egyptians, to believe. 

So he killed them all. 


ujkA* fid) JjJ °jt 

26:52 And We revealed to Musa, saying: "Depart by 
night with My servants, verily, you will be pursued." 

26:53 Then Fir'awn sent callers to (all) the cities. 
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jjLB <4’j& b! 


26:54 (Saying): "Verily, these indeed are but a 
small band." 

IIS j 

26:55 "And verily, they have done what has 
enraged us." 




26:56 "But we are a host all assembled, amply 
forewarned." 

' . 4 ' £ 0 * '0 ' 0. t* 

uj^j 1 1 

26:57 So, We expelled them from gardens and 
springs, 

26:58 Treasures, and every kind of honorable place. 

26:59 Thus and We caused the Children of Israel to 
inherit them. 


The Exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt 


Allah tells: 


(o Y) bu* J ' *';J j 

(°T) jJjAiUi. ^gi tjjpja 

And We revealed to Musa, saying: "Depart by night with 
My servants, verily, you will be pursued." 
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Then Fir'awn sent callers to (all) the cities. 

After Musa stayed in Egypt for a long time, and the proof 
of Allah was established against Fir'awn and his chiefs, 
yet they were still arrogant and stubborn, then there was 
nothing left for them but punishment and vengeance. So 
Allah commanded Musa, peace be upon him, to take the 
Children of Israel out of Egypt by night, and take them 
wherever he would be commanded. So Musa, peace be 
upon him, did as he was commanded by his Lord, may 
He be glorified, and he led them forth after they had 
borrowed an abundance of jewelry from the people of 
Fir' awn. 

As more than one of the scholars of Tafsir have said, 
they left when the moon was rising, and Mujahid, may 
Allah have mercy on him, said that the moon was 
eclipsed that night. And Allah knows best. 

Musa asked about the grave of Yusuf (Prophet Joseph), 
peace be upon him, and an old woman from among the 
Children of Israel showed him where it was, so he took 
the remains with them, and it was said that they were 
among the things that were carried by Musa himself, 
may peace be upon them both. 

It was also said that Yusuf, peace be upon him, had left 
instructions in his will that if the Children of Israel ever 
left Egypt, they should take his remains with them. 

The following morning, when there was nobody to be 
found in the Israelite quarters, Fir'awn became angry 
and his anger intensified since Allah had decreed that he 
was to be destroyed. So he quickly sent his callers to all 
his cities, i.e., to mobilize his troops and bring them 
together, and he called out to them: 

... j) 


Verily, these, 

meaning, the Children of Israel, 

(of) jjLii_ 

indeed are but a small band, 
meaning, a small group. 
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( 00 ) ^_ilj 

And verily, they have done what has enraged us. 

means, 'every time we have heard anything 
about them, it has upset us and made us angry.' 

(® ^ y'V3 111 j 

But we are a host all assembled, amply forewarned. 

means, 'we are constantly taking precautions lest 
they betray us.' 

Some of the Salaf read this with the meaning, 

"we are constantly forewarned and forearmed. 

And I want to destroy them to the last man, and 
destroy all their lands and property." 

So he and his troops were punished with the very things he 
sought to inflict upon the Children of Israel. 

Allah says: 

(°V) jjx 

(° A ) 

So, We expelled them from gardens and springs, 
treasures, and every kind of honorable place. 

meaning, they were thrown out of those blessings 
and into Hell, and they left behind the honorable 
places, gardens and rivers, wealth, provision, 
position and power in this world: 

(Jjjljjall IaIjjjjIj 

Thus and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit 
them. 


This is like the Ayat: 

uj*» 


1 jilS 'jj2l £21 ISS'jjt j 
IS jIj ^1 
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And We made the people who were considered 
weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land and 
the western parts thereof which We have blessed. 
(7: 137) 


aLjj! agJxa. j j ^3 I jia 


1 . 

x/lUi 


jjpll Jc. & jt Ajjjj 

• ’ r “ 


LaAJjia.j jLalA J jjC. j3 L^jjj cs^ ,4 s U^jj 

j j la. j l^jlS La 


And We wished to do a favor to those who were 
weak in the land, and to make them rulers and to 
make them the inheritors. And to establish them 
in the land, and We let Fir'awn and Flaman and 
their armies receive from them that which they 
feared. (28:5-6) 


•• 0 •.» * * 'Stf 


aA JX. JLluS 

26:60 So, they pursued them at sunrise. 


bjSj'Al CJ 


- % % ' 0 f 

^jujL- 1 'N x-ol 


Jli 


26:61 And when the two hosts saw each other, the 
companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be 
overtaken." 

Jj ^ U ^ JH 

26:62 (Musa) said: "Nay, verily with me is my Lord. 
He will guide me." 


ajli 'jka dJu.j.'J, l^‘j Q 

-;>.n JJ US 'jtSs 

26:63 Then We revealed to Musa (saying): "Strike 
the sea with your stick." And it parted, and each 
separate part became like huge mountain. 
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26:64 Then We brought near the others to that 
place. 

26:65 And We saved Musa and all those with him. 

®*‘ x °* f & i 


26:66 Then We drowned the others. 

^ ^ J tSlft <_gi u] 

26:67 Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers. 

jy y j 

26:68 And verily your Lord, He is truly the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


Fir'awn's Pursuit and Expulsion of t he Children of Israel, and| 
how He and His People were drownedjtfl^t^-^^ggfej^^^j 


More than one of the scholars of Tafsir said that Fir' awn set out 
with a huge group, a group containing the leaders and entire 
government of Egypt at that time, i.e., the decision-makers and 
influential figures, princes, ministers, nobles, leaders and 
soldiers. 

Allah tells: 




So, they pursued them at sunrise. 

means, they caught up with the Children of Israel 
at sunrise. 
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/j\ x T-vtl J Lais 


And when the two hosts saw each other, 
means, each group saw the other. 

At that point, 

^ C5-‘ - “J' a ‘ ■ '' * V ‘’ L ^ (J-3 

the companions of Musa said: "We are sure to be 
overtaken." 

This was because Fir'awn and his people caught 
up with them on the shores of the Red Sea, so 
the sea was ahead of them and Fir'awn and his 
troops were behind them. Flence they said: Q 
JjjSjJaS (We are sure to be overtaken). 

0 Y LsrtJ g?*-* ul ^ lP 

(Musa) said: "Nay, verily with me is my Lord. He will 
guide me." 

meaning, 'nothing of what you fear will happen 
to you, for Allah is the One Who commanded me 
to bring you here, and He does not go back on 
His promise.' 


Ui-4^ yr? J ls ?-* ul 

verily with me is my Lord. He will 
guide me 


Harun, peace be upon him, was in the front, with 
Yusha' bin Nun and a believer from the family of 
Fir'awn, and Musa, peace be upon him, was in 
the rear. 
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More than one of the scholars of Tafsir said that 
they stood there not knowing what to do, and 
Yusha' bin Nun or the believer from the family of 
Fir'awn said to Musa, peace be upon him, "O 
Prophet of Allah, is it here that your Lord 
commanded you to bring us!" 

He said: "Yes." 

Then Fir'awn and his troops drew near and were 
very close indeed. At that point Allah commanded 
his Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, to strike 
the sea with his staff, so he struck it, and it 
parted, by the will of Allah. 

Allah says: 

jLJI Til . i ^1 Ujkj! 


Then We revealed to Musa (saying): "Strike the sea with 
your stick." 

(1 r) Jja ! S 'jlSa L 

And it parted, and each separate part became like huge 
mountain. 

meaning, like mighty mountains. 

This was the view of Ibn Mas'ud, Ibn Abbas, 
Muhammad bin Ka'b, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and 
others. 

Ata' Al-Khurasani said, 

"It refers to a pass between two mountains." 

Ibn Abbas said, 

"The sea divided into twelve paths, one for each 
of the tribes." 

As-Suddi added, 

"And in it there were windows through which they 
could see one another, and the water was erected 
like walls." 
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Allah sent the wind to the sea bed to make it solid like 
the land. 

Allah says: 

^ V j t£ j 3 t_aUkj H ^ Lajjla t— 

and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing 
neither to be overtaken nor being afraid. (20:77) 

And here He says: 

(“If) p IjUjIj 

Then We brought near the others to that place. 

Ibn Abbas, Ata' Al-Khurasani, Qatadah and As-Suddi 
said: (Then We brought near) means, 

"We brought Fir'awn and his troops near to the 
sea." 


AjCa J ( 3 -*-“ 1 j.Aa.jl j 

(‘" ) QO=^' ^U^f 

And We saved Musa and all those with him. Then We 
drowned the others. 

meaning: 'We saved Musa and the Children of 
Israel and whoever followed their religion, and 
none of them were destroyed, but Fir'awn and 
his troops were drowned and not one of them 
remained alive, but was destroyed.' 

Then Allah says: 


... ^ ajj J ‘cj\ 


Verily, in this is indeed a sign, 

meaning, this story with its wonders and tales of 
aid to the believing servants of Allah is definitive 
proof and evidence of Allah's wisdom. 


37 


( "l V ) (jjJLa j^a jjSt jjlS Laj 

0 A ) <j]j 

yet most of them are not believers. And verily your Lord, 
He is truly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

The explanation of this phrase has already been 
discussed above. 


26:69 And recite to them the story of Ibrahim. 

oU aJJj aJj Jli SI 

26:70 When he said to his father and his people: 
"What do you worship!" 

La&i 1*1 U£J S2b 1 jllS 

26:71 They said: "We worship idols, and to them we 
are ever devoted." 

- % o i. » I o 4.' t - o - o *' ' tl 4 * 

uU (_)A (JL9 

26:72 He said: "Do they hear you when you call," 

uj ji j> 

26:73 "Or do they benefit you or do they cause 
harm!" 

ojki, asss i*bi; GVj L6 i jits 

26:74 They said: "(Nay) but we found our fathers 
doing so." 

Vo * 0 I s 0 * 0 ' ' if ' tit 

Lo jfli Jia 

26:75 He said: "Do you observe that which you have 
been worshipping —" 
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o^'jsVi j jit 

26:76 "You and your ancient fathers," 

0^1 L/j yt j 

26:77 "Verily, they are enemies to me, save the 
Lord of Al-' Alamin," 


How the Close Friend of Allah, Ibrahim spoke out against| 


Allah commanded His Messenger to: 

^) ^jaI ^>jI tjj jV- (JjI j 

And recite to them the story of Ibrahim. 

Here Allah tells us about His servant, Messenger and 
Close Friend, Ibrahim, upon him be peace, the leader of 
the pure monotheists. 

Allah commanded His Messenger Muhammad to recite 
this story to his Ummah so that they could follow this 
example of sincerity towards Allah, putting one's trust in 
Him, worshipping Him Alone with no partner or 
associate, and renouncing Shirk and its people. 

Allah granted guidance to Ibrahim before, i.e., from a 
very early age he had denounced his people's practice of 
worshipping idols with Allah, may He be exalted. 

Allah tells: 


(V > ) Ua 4_yU 

When he said to his father and his people: "What do you 
worship!" 

meaning: what are these statues to which you are 
so devoted! 
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(V ^ <*- i_Paj 3 111 Ik *al JLm j I jlli 

They said: "We worship idols, and to them we are ever 
devoted." 

meaning: we are devoted to worshipping them 
and praying to them. 


(V Y) -1 -j (_Ja Jli 

(vr) ujj‘jt jt 

(V£) iiljjiS till Ij^Ij (Jj Ijlla 

He said: "Do they hear you when you call Or do they 
benefit you or do they cause harm!" 

They said: "(Nay) but we found our fathers doing so." 

They knew that their idols could not do anything, 
but they had seen their fathers doing this, so they 
made haste to follow in their footsteps. 

So Ibrahim said to them: 


(V ©) (jjJjkj JiS ll jit JIS 
(VI) Jtfjltf, Jit 

(vv) qlXJI L jj til J J431S 


He said: Do you observe that which you have been 
worshipping --you and your ancient fathers Verily, they 
are enemies to me, save the Lord of Al-' Alamin. 

meaning, ' if these idols mean anything and have 
any influence, then let them do me any kind of 
harm, for I am an enemy to them and I do not 
care about them or think anything of them.' 


This is akin to the way Allah described Nuh: 

J&iSjij 11 


So devise your plot, you and your partners. 
(10:71) 
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And Hud, upon him be peace, said: 

4ii J>\ jn ?j 4j tayi; arjc.i Vi 'jjS d 

U^ ls^ J 

jiajj V l* ;/'•>■ ^3jJj£a jjja 

JA V) 4b t> ll 'fi'Jj Jjj 411 Je. ’cJE'y Ji\ 

a. jflili u a Jajj-^a Jc. _j (jl l g jdj. .alJJ 

"I call Allah to witness and bear you witness that 
I am free from that which you ascribe as partners 
in worship. So plot against me, all of you, and 
give me no respite. I put my trust in Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving 
creature but He has the grasp of its forelock. 
Verily, my Lord is on the straight path. (11:54- 
56) 

Similarly, Ibrahim denounced their gods and idols and 
said: 


41b °^f jjabb V j ’ffirjit u Lilit LJjSj 


And how should I fear those whom you associate 
in worship with Allah, while you fear not that you 
have joined in worship with Allah. (6:81) 


And Allah said: 


j) 4js-a (jjjllj ^>jAI^) jl 41ub. sjjoif ^Sl ClulS ^3 

411 C)^ UjA 1 *- 1 bwsj V bl ^-ojil I jlli 

lit r ' ‘ jl j ejIbJI biu Lbj bjS 


o jb. 


,41b 


cs-^ 


Indeed there has been an excellent 
example for you in Ibrahim and those with 
him, when they said to their people: 


"Verily, we are free from you and 
whatever you worship besides Allah, we 
have rejected you, and there has started 
between us and you, hostility and hatred 
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forever until you believe in Allah alone," 
(60:4) 


Lalo <4 ^)J C5^4 AtA_J^_$ AjjS( (J-® 

£#&* Ajli (j'A\ H\ 

jj A jjc- AjIj <uK l * Ik ■>■ j 


And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his 
father and his people: "Verily, I am 
innocent of what you worship, except Him 
Who created me; and verily, He will guide 
me." 


And he made it a Word lasting among his 
offspring, that they may turn back. 
(43:26-28) 

meaning: "La Ilaha Illallah." 


26:78 Who has created me, and it is He Who guides 
me. 

..O'"' f f 

Q£^.J ls J 

26:79 And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to 
drink. 

uilij < ^ a < >« rij 

26:80 And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me. 

26:81 And Who will cause me to die, and then will 
bring me to life. 
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uA^' fjl J d lsA'j 

26:82 And Who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on 
the Day of Recompense. 


Ibrahim said, "I will not worship any but the One Who does 
these things: 


( V A ) 

Who has created me, and it is He Who guides me. 

He is the Creator Who has decreed certain things 
to which He guides His creation, so each person 
follows the path which is decreed for him. 

Allah is the One Who guides whomsoever He wills 
and leaves astray whomsoever He wills. 

And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink. 

He is my Creator Who provides for me from that 
which He has made available in the heavens and 
on earth. 

He drives the clouds and causes water to fall with 
which He revives the earth and brings forth its 
fruits as provision for mankind. He sends down 
the water fresh and sweet so that many of those 
whom He has created, animals and men alike, 
may drink from it. 


(a > ^ 'jjQj ^^2 1" u j^ iii j 

And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me. 

Here he attributed sickness to himself, even 
though it is Allah Who decrees it, out of respect 
towards Allah. 
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By the same token, Allah commands us to say in 
the prayer, LljLaJl GjaI (Guide us to the 

straight way) (1:6) to the end of the Surah. 

Grace and guidance are attributed to Allah, may 
He be exalted, but the subject of the verb with 
reference to anger is omitted, and going astray is 
attributed to the people. 

This is like when the Jinn said: 


J ^ 6*1 W c sj& VIjtj 

And we know not whether evil is intended 
for those on earth, or whether their Lord 
intends for them a right path. (72:10) 

Similarly, Ibrahim said: IjIj (And 

when I am ill, it is He Who cures me). 

meaning, 'when I fall sick, no one is able 
to heal me but Him, Who heals me with 
the means that may lead to recovery'. 

(a ^ oA'aj g^lj 

And Who will cause me to die, and then will bring me to 
life. 


He is the One Who gives life and causes death, 
and no one besides Him is able to do that, for He 
is the One Who originates and repeats. 

(AY) J ji*-a J ls'S^3 

And Who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on the Day of 
Recompense. 

means, no one is able to forgive sins in this world 
or the Hereafter except Him. Who can forgive sins 
except Allah! For He is the One Who does 
whatever He wills. 
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L/j 

26:83 My Lord! Bestow Hukm on me, and join me 
with the righteous. 

26:84 And grant me an honorable mention in later 
generations. 

4^ 4jjj j-o j 

26:85 And make me one of the inheritors of the 
Paradise of Delight. 

*lt Ja *5) j&lj 

26:86 And forgive my father, verily, he is of the 
erring. 

i' a* ' a ' . A 4 ( (' 

26:87 And disgrace me not on the Day when they 
will be resurrected. 

UJ4? V f jJ 

26:88 The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will 
avail, 

26:89 Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart. 


The Prayer of Ibrahim for Himself and for His Fathei 


Allah tells about the prayer of Ibrahim: 


UsSk. J LjA L_ij 
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My Lord! Bestow Hukm on me, 

Here Ibrahim, upon him be peace, asks his Lord to give 
him Hukm. 

Ibn Abbas said, 

"This is knowledge." 

(AT) 


and join me with the righteous. 

means, 'make me one of the righteous in this 
world and the Hereafter.' 

This is like the words the Prophet said three times when 
he was dying: 

0 Allah, with the Exalted Companion (of 
Paradise). 


(A£) g £ £ g^ J*V'j 


And grant me an honorable mention in later generations. 

meaning, 'cause me to be remembered in a good 
manner after my death, so that I will be spoken 
of and taken as a good example.' 


This is like the Ayah, 


^)jl Ic. f* ^ 






And We left for him (a goodly 
remembrance) among the later 

generations: 
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"Salam (peace) be upon Ibrahim. Thus 
indeed do we reward the good doers. 
(37:108-110) 


(A o ^ aT-v Aj j 

And make me one of the inheritors of the Paradise of 
Delight. 

meaning, 'bless me in this world with honorable 
mention after I am gone, and in the Hereafter by 
making me one of the inheritors of the Paradise of 
Delight.' 

... J&'JcA'j 


And forgive my father, 
This is like the Ayah, 




My Lord! Forgive me, and my parents. (71:28) 

(A1) (jjlLiJall (j,o jlS AjI 

verily, he is of the erring. 


But this is something which Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, later stopped doing, as Allah says: 

Lola aljl eXjA jje. A-yti L«j 

o\ jV jsjAI^>jI jjJ — jAc. Aj! aJ (jjij 


And Ibrahim's invoking (of Allah) for his father's 
forgiveness was only because of a promise he 
)Ibrahim( had made to him (his father). But when 
it became clear to him )Ibrahim( that he (his 
father) is an enemy of Allah, he dissociated 
himself from him. Verily, Ibrahim was Awwah 
and forbearing. (9:114) 

Allah stopped Ibrahim from asking for forgiveness for his 

father, as He says: 
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Ajjla ^9 4jjoa2k fijjaif ClijlS 

aIII l-o-aj \^ s- 1 'jj 111 I jUS 

r4 piiiiaij SjljuJl aSluj IjJdJ llljj ( aSj UjlS 

<jjt] (JjS ill oSl^j aIIIj l_jlajj 

jjjo 411 jj^a _dj i^ILa! Uaj 4U jjjiilluitl 


Indeed there has been an excellent 
example for you in Ibrahim and those with 
him, when they said to their people: 

"Verily, we are free from you and 
whatever you worship besides Allah, we 
have rejected you, and there has started 
between us and you, hostility and hatred 
forever until you believe in Allah alone," -- 
except the saying of Ibrahim to his father: 
"Verily, I will ask forgiveness for you, but I 
have no power to do anything for you 
before Allah." (60:4) 


(AV) fji grO=^ 

And disgrace me not on the Day when they will be 
resurrected. 

means, ' protect me from shame on the Day of 
Resurrection and the Day when all creatures, the 
first and the last, will be raised.' 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet said: 

ajlillj AjIc. A-aljj2! sljf j»jAl^> jI (jl 

Ibrahim will see his father on the Day of 
Resurrection, covered with dust and darkness. 

According to another narration, also from Abu Hurayrah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, the Prophet said: 

u lilll j t_jj g ;(jjia od 

‘ U fji 
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jyjilHI a^I J >\; ^1 jjLa 


Ibrahim will meet his father and will say: "0 Lord, 
You promised me that You would not disgrace me 
on the Day when all creatures are resurrected." 

And Allah will say to him: "I have forbidden 
Paradise to the disbelievers." 


He also recorded this in the Hadiths about the Prophets, 
upon them be peace, where the wording is: 

aji3 j ji jji sLjI ^jAI^jjI ^^ili 

L "**'*' U (Js! Al 

i 'An ^rJ U 'fj&k ;a'J 

^^Jujij U (_jf j ii£l l_ij Ij i^jaI^jjI Jjla 

4*^1 gJ °> ^ jit ^ ja. (^tl 
tjjJlSSI ^ J! :c5 l^ ili I j j^a 

jlajl ^jAI^jjI |(J4l ^ 
aS 4_«jl jl -li.jjS £lj3j ^jA lillt jlalia 


Ibrahim will meet his father Azar on the Day of 
Resurrection, and there will be dust and darkness 
on Azar's face. Ibrahim will say to him, "Did I not 
tell you not to disobey me!" 

His father will say to him: "Today I will not 
disobey you." 

Ibrahim will say: "O Lord, You promised me that 
You would not disgrace me on the Day when they 
are resurrected, but what disgrace can be greater 
than seeing my father in this state!" 

Allah will say to him: "I have forbidden Paradise 
to the disbelievers." 


Then it will be said: "O Ibrahim! Look beneath 
your feet." 
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So he will look and there he will see (that his 
father was changed into) a male hyena covered in 
dung, which will be caught by the legs and thrown 
in the Fire. 

This was also recorded by Abu Abdur-Rahman An- 
Nasa'i in the Tafsir of his Sunan Al-Kubra. 

(AA) Uj (JUo U 

The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, 

means, a man's wealth will not protect him from 
the punishment of Allah, even if he were to pay a 
ransom equivalent to an earth full of gold. 

<jjli Uj (nor sons), 

means, ' or if you were to pay a ransom of all the 
people on earth.' 

On that Day nothing will be of any avail except faith in 
Allah and sincere devotion to Flim, and renunciation of 
Shirk and its people. 

Allah says: 

( A ^ t. _ Taj All! ill 

Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart. 

meaning, free from any impurity or Shirk. 

Ibn Sirin said, 

"The clean heart knows that Allah is true, that the 
Flour will undoubtedly come and that Allah will 
resurrect those who are in the graves." 

Sa' id bin Al-Musayyib said, 

"The clean heart is the sound heart." 

This is the heart of the believer, for the heart of 
the disbeliever and the hypocrite is sick. Allah 
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says: <_£>« ^ (In their hearts is a disease). 

(2:10) 

Abu Uthman An-Nisaburi said, 

"It is the heart that is free from innovation and is 
content with the Sunnah." 


OjO 42=3 paTjfj 


26:90 And Paradise will be brought near to those 
who had Taqwa. 

UAj j5 J 

26:91 And the (Hell) Fire will be placed in full view 
of the astray. 

U u 03' U^J 

26:92 And it will be said to them: "Where are those 
that you used to worship." 

ujj A'u j* J* A' 

26:93 "Instead of Allah, Can they help you or help 
themselves" 


26:94 Then they will be thrown on their faces into it 
(the Fire), they and the astray. 

26:95 And all of the hosts of Iblis together. 

- f f.0, ' . - .of' » «. i. 

j I jJla 

26:96 They will say while contending therein. 
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J_Lja \j£ jl jdllj 

26:97 "By Allah, we were truly in a manifest error, 

< 

26:98 "When we held you as equals with the Lord of 
all that exists;" 

I V! Uj 

26:99 "And none has brought us into error except 
the criminals." 




III 

26:100 "Now we have no intercessors," 

26:101 "Nor a close friend." 

" . o * ati " " V'i ' 4 = 4 ^ 4J | o 1-4 

6jS LU jl ^ia 

26:102 "(Alas!) If we only had a chance to return, 
we shall truly be among the believers!" 

o£i ^j ui 

26:103 Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers. 


jy b! j 

26:104 And verily your Lord, He is truly the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 
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Those Who have Taqwa and the Astray on the Da y ol 
Resurrection, and the Arguments and Sorrow of the ErringB^ 


Allah says: 


441 Clialjlj 


And Paradise will be brought near, 

means, it will be brought close to its people, 
adorned and decorated for them to behold it. 

( 1 .) 


to those who had Taqwa. 

Its people are the pious who preferred it to 
whatever was in this world, and strove for it in 
this world. 


(*^) ujj&31 P j \J}j 

And the (Hell) Fire will be placed in full view of the 
astray. 

meaning, it will be shown to them and a neck will 
stretch forth from it, moaning and sighing, and 
their hearts will reach their throats. 

It will be said to its people by way of reproach and 
rebuke: 


(‘IT) (jjAjkj Ua (jjt (JjSj 

(‘IT') (Jjj,‘■'tVij jt (_Ja 411 

Where are those that you used to worship instead of 
Allah! Can they help you or help themselves! 

meaning, 'the gods and idols whom you used to 
worship instead of Allah cannot help you today, 
and they cannot even protect themselves. You 
and they are fuel for Hell today, which you will 
surely enter.' 
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Then they will be thrown on their faces into it (the Fire), 
they and the astray. 

Mujahid said, 

"This means, they will be hurled into it." 

Others said: 

"They will be thrown on top of one another, the 
disbelievers and their leaders who called them to 

Shirk." 


And all of the hosts of Iblis together, 
they will all be thrown into it. 


(^ *^) Jj s ^ 1 ^ j l 

(“w) piL iSS jl 


They will say while contending therein, "By Allah, we 
were truly in a manifest error, when we held you as 
equals with the Lord of all that exists." 


The weak ones among them will say to their 
arrogant leaders: 'Verily, we were following you; 
can you avail us anything from the Fire!' Then 
they will realize that themselves are to blame and 
will say: 


piL jjlXi l£ p\ ^ 

(jj-alUJI L_ijj j! 


By Allah, we were truly in a manifest error, when 
we held you as equals with the Lord of all that 
exists. 
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meaning, 'we obeyed your commands as 
we should have obeyed the commands of 
the Lord of the all that exits, and we 
worshipped you along with the Lord of all 
that exits. 1 


( ^ ^ ) J_rjT- ^ 13] l jjj. Uaj 

And none has brought us into error except the criminals. 

meaning, ' nobody called us to do that except the 
evildoers.' 


) (jjJtSUai la] 


Now we have no intercessors. 

This is like the Ayah which tells us that they will say: 

laS I jac. (J mx. a3 j! la] 1 f. L«Aui la] i_J^3 


...now are there any intercessors for us that they 
might intercede on our behalf! Or could we be 
sent back so that we might do deeds other than 
those deeds which we used to do. (7:53) 

Similarly, in this Surah, Allah tells us that they will say: 

(jajLsUa Jjja la) l_a3 
I) « ^ \ - U j 


Now we have no intercessors, nor a close friend. 

( \ « Y ) jjaLa jasll qa jjj^aS a la] jjf 

(Alas!) If we only had a chance to return, we shall truly 
be among the believers! 

They will wish that they could come back to this 
world so that they could do deeds of obedience to 
their Lord -- as they claim -- but Allah knows that 
if they were to come back to this world, they 
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would only go back to doing forbidden things, and 
He knows that they are liars. 

Allah tells us in Surah Sad about how the people of Hell 
will argue with one another, as He says: 

jllll (jl 

Verily, that is the very truth -- the mutual dispute 
of the people of the Fire! (38:64) 

Then He says: 

« V) (jjjto ja jjS! jlS Uaj 4 jU (jl 

Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. 


meaning, in the dispute of Ibrahim with his 
people and his proof of Tawhid there is a sign, 
i.e., clear evidence that there is no God but Allah. 


'a&y* ... 

0 • *) jO* 3 ' IjJj 


yet most of them are not believers. And verily, your 
Lord, He is truly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


26:105 The people of Nuh denied the Messengers. 

26:106 When their brother Nuh said to them: "Will 
you not have Taqwa!" 

'oJ UjLj -ffl J\ 

26:107 "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you." 
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{jjp jJ-if j 1 jsjII 

26:108 "So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 

Jt' % Isjd °d Jd t> 

26:109 "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward 
is only from the Lord of all that exists." 

OyM’j a 3J! 1 jSSlS 

26:110 "So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 


Nuh’s preaching to His People, and Their Response 


Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Nuh, peace 
be upon him, who was the first Messenger sent by Allah to the 
people of earth after they started to worship idols. 

Allah sent him to forbid that and to warn people of the 
consequences of idol worship. But his people belied him and 
continued their evil practice of worshipping idols besides Allah. 
Allah revealed that their disbelieving in him was akin to 
disbelieving in all the Messengers, 

So Allah said: 


p • f) (j jSJJ Uf JJ (_JLa !il 


The people of Nuh belied the Messengers. When their 
brother Nuh said to them: "Will you not have Taqwa!" 

meaning, 'do you not fear Allah when you 
worship others instead of Him!' 

p • v) "cd cPJ 

I am a trustworthy Messenger to you. 
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means, ' I am the Messenger of Allah to you, 
faithfully fulfilling the mission with which Allah 
has sent me. I convey the Messages of my Lord 
to you, and I do not add anything to them or take 
anything away from them.' 


(> .A) Jjkjial J a! 1I I jSi 

(jja 4-llc. JdLJ Uaj 


So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me. No reward do I 
ask of you for it; 

means, 'I do not want any payment for the 
advice I give you; I will save my reward for it 
with Allah.' 

(^ * 5) S-1.J LjJ ... 

my reward is only from the Lord of all that 
exists." 


\ j Alii 

So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me. 

'It is clear to you that I am telling the truth and 
that I am faithfully fulfilling the mission with 
which Allah has entrusted me.' 


OjKjVi j ^3 1 

26:111 They said: "Shall we believe in you, when 
the inferior follow you!" 

1_aj (Jli 

26:112 He said: "And what knowledge have I of 
what they used to do," 
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" % 9- 0*.^ o -* -y- i fer | 0 > *<" 01 

jl u) 

26:113 "Their account is only with my Lord, if you 
could (but) know." 

JSjOaj IjI j 

26:114 "And I am not going to drive away the 
believers." 


jj» V! at a 

26:115 "I am only a plain warner." 


» $ 

OX* 


The Demand of the People of Nuh and His Response 


They said: "We do not believe in you, and we will not follow you 
and become equal to the meanest of the people, who follow you 
and believe in you, and they are the lowest among us." 

( ^ ^) u A) j cSD I jlls 

( \ \ Y J (jjloxj I UaJ ^ xilp- Lo j 

They said: "Shall we believe in you, when the inferior 
follow you!" 

He said: "And what knowledge have I of what they used 
to do" 

meaning, 'what does it have to do with me if 
they follow me! No matter what they used to do 
before, I do not have to check on them and 
examine their background; all I have to do is 
accept it if they believe in me; whatever is in 
their hearts is for Allah to know.' 

( n r ) U 

Their account is only with my Lord, if you could (but) 
know. And I am not going to drive away the believers. 
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It seems that they asked him to drive these 
people away, then they would follow him, but he 
refused to do that, and said: 


j$JI p_jOaJ Ijf Uaj 
(n©) Jjjj 111 111 °jl 


And I am not going to drive away the believers. I am 
only a plain warner. 

meaning, 'I have been sent as a warner, and 
whoever obeys me and follows me and believes in 
me, then he belongs to me and I to him, whether 
he is noble or common, upper-class or lower- 
class.' 


' -* 0 1! s .£-S1 * -i . S4S » « «. *1 1 lit 

4_UJ (A (jrP 1 Jj'- 9 

26:116 They said: "If you cease not, O Nuh you will 
surely be among those stoned." 

o 35 i "2 ' ' *« <■* 

UJi& U) 

26:117 He said: "My Lord! Verily, my people have 
denied me." 

" . o ^ a, " iZ " " f ^ o ^ ''.o.0 " o £<>4 -* 

(> l> J J 

26:118 "Therefore judge You between me and 
them, and save me and those of the believers who 
are with me." 

^gk ‘KjLa qa j a jjkjla 

26:119 And We saved him and those with him in the 
laden ship. 


V " i ®. r & 

Ax_) 




26:120 Then We drowned the rest thereafter. 
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lA ^J 'tslpi (jl cj! 

26:121 Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers. 

jiu)j 

26:122 And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


Nuh stayed among his people for a long time, calling them to 
Allah night and day, in secret and openly. The more he repeated 
his call to them, the more determined were they to cling to their 
extreme disbelief and resist his call. In the end, they said: 

p ) 1) jUI (jji (jjjSjl ^ L) Ajjj ^ jjj] I jlli 

They said: If you cease not, 0 Nuh you will surely be 
among those stoned. 

meaning, 'if you do not stop calling us to your 
religion,' 

ojrajAj^l (> (you will surely be among those 

stoned), 

meaning, 'we will stone you.' 

At that point, he prayed against them, and Allah 
responded to his prayer. 

Nuh said: 


f"Y) UJ+& L& lP 
Lais ^jali 


My Lord! Verily, my people have denied me. Therefore 
judge You between me and them. 

This is like the Ayah: 

j; «ad3li Lj ^gjl Ajj Ix-Ls 
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Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been 
overcome, so help (me)!" (54:10) 

( ^ A) jjjlajxll jj-o <^-*-*1 L>«j ... 

and save me and those of the believers who are with 
me." 

And Allah says here: 

^jjLall tilla)! ^ (j-a j aljja.jtfl 

p X •) Uajc-f 

And We saved him and those with him in the laden ship. 
Then We drowned the rest thereafter. 

The "laden ship" is one that is filled with cargo 
and the couples, one pair from every species, that 
were carried in it. 

This Ayah means: 

'We saved Nuh and all of those who followed 
him, and We drowned those who disbelieved in 
him and went against his commands, all of them.' 

^ Y (jjiaJj-a jjSt jjlil La j 4 jU •—ID; ^3 

p ^IjJj 

Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


j A\ Jilx. 

26:123 'Ad denied the Messengers. 

' iff’* •* 0 * OCI 

jjSli V) Jb Jla i 

26:124 When their brother Hud said to them: "Will 
you not have Taqwa!" 
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26:125 "Verily, I am a trustworthy Messenger to 
you.” 


yii i 

26:126 "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 


Vj vi isjj a >t a. ^ fSicj uj 

26:127 "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward 
is only from the Lord of all that exists." 


u i&t u 

26:128 "Do you build on every Ri' an Ayah for your 
amusement" 




26:129 "And do you get for yourselves Masani' as if 
you will live therein forever," 


J 

26:130 "And when you seize (somebody), seize you 
(him) as tyrants." 


^a-uUaJ U] 


oJuLij yii i j£u 

26:131 "So have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 


Uj i jSij 


26:132 "And have Taqwa of Him, fear Him Who has 
aided you with all (good things) that you know." 
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26:133 "He has aided you with cattle and children." 

03^3 

26:134 "And gardens and springs." 

c_)Iac. C-flUkl ^1 

26:135 "Verily, I fear for you the torment of a Great 
Day." 


Allah tells: 


p Y V) (jjLuj!a3l jlc. LIloS 

( U i) Ul ijA Pjit JIS SI 

( ^ °) 0 J" 1 J cPJ 

Y "l) j Alii IjSjII 


( U V) Ljj Jk. Ill <_£ jkl °jl jki Ajlc- II - 1 


'Ad denied the Messengers. When their brother Hud 
said to them: 


"Will you not have Taqwa! Verily, I am a trustworthy 
Messenger to you. So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey 
me. No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only 
from the Lord of all that exists." 


Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger 
Hud, when he called his people 'Ad. His people used to 
live in the Ahqaf, curved sand-hills near Hadramawt, on 
the borders of Yemen. They lived after the time of Nuh, 
as Allah says in Surah Al-A' raf: 

.ixJ jjjO (. lalk. pT» n j| 

41-.. «i 
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And remember that He made you successors after 
the people of Nuh and increased you amply in 
stature. (7:69) 

This refers to the fact that they were physically strong 
and well-built, and very violent, and very tall; they had 
also been given a great deal of provisions, wealth, 
gardens, rivers, sons, crops and fruits. Yet despite all of 
that, they worshipped others besides Allah. So Allah sent 
Hud, one of their own, as a Messenger bringing them 
good news and delivering warnings. He called them to 
worship Allah alone, and he warned them of Allah's 
wrath and punishment if they were to go against him 
and treating him harshly. 

He said to them, as Nuh had said to his people: 

p \ A) 3_jl jjjjjji 

Do you build on every Ri' an Ayah for your 
amusement! 

The scholars of Tafsir differed over the meaning of the 
word Ri' . In brief, they said that it refers to an elevated 
location at a well-known crossroads, where they would 
build a huge, dazzling, sturdy structure, this is why he 
said: 

Aj' &U Lfe uJ^ (Do you build on every Ri' an 
Ayah) i.e., a well-known landmark, 

UJ^ (for your amusement), meaning, 'you are 
only doing that for the purpose of frivolity, not 
because you need it, but for fun and to show off 
your strength.' 

So their Prophet, peace be upon him, denounced them 
for doing that, because it was a waste of time and 
exhausted people's bodies for no purpose, and kept 
them busy with something that was of no benefit in this 
world or the next. 
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He said: 


And do you get for yourselves Masani' as if you will live 
therein forever! 

Mujahid said, 

"This means fortresses built up strong and high 
and structures that are built to last." 


... 


as if you will live therein forever, 

means, 'so that you may stay there forever, but 
that is not going to happen, because they will 
eventually cease to be, just as happened in the 
case of those who came before you.' 

p T « ) I jl j 

And when you seize (somebody), seize you (him) as 
tyrants. 

They are described as being strong, violent and 
tyrannical. 

(\r\) IjEla 

So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me. 

'Worship your Lord and obey your Messenger.' 

Then Hud began reminding them of the blessings that Allah had 
bestowed upon them. 

He said: 


( \ T Y ) UaJ I J 

() TT) (jjjjj 

p T £) fjjjc-j C1jLa=*.j 
p To) ^ajac. (_aUkl ^1 
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And have Taqwa of Him, Who has aided you with all 
that you know. He has aided you with cattle and 
children, and gardens and springs. Verily, I fear for you 
the torment of a Great Day. 

meaning, 'if you disbelieve and oppose (your 
Prophet). 1 

So he called them to Allah with words of 
encouragement and words of warning, but it was 
to no avail. 


(jjJap. j3l (Ja illlaC- jf 1 ‘ijTc. ip. I jxm 1 jlll 

26:136 They said: "It is the same to us whether you 
preach or be not of those who preach." 

yiyi ix»o! 

26:137 "This is no other than Khuluq of the 
ancients," 

(j .aj Laj 

26:138 "And we are not going to be punished." 

jSlAii & 

26:139 So they denied him, and We destroyed 
them. 

'Caj AjV (jl u) 

Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are 
not believers. 

^ j u! j 

26:140 And verily your Lord, He is indeed the 
Almighty, the Most Merciful. 
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The Response of the People of Hud, and Their Punishmem 


Allah tells us how the people of Hud responded to him after he 
had warned them, encouraged them, and clearly explained the 
truth to them. 


^ \ VI) 'jjjap-l C_liaC.jf l111 C. 5.1 jjj I jlli 

They said: "It is the same to us whether you preach or 
be not of those who preach." 

meaning, ' we will not give up our ways.' 

U«j jjc. l%jl* U«j 


And we shall not leave our gods for your (mere) 
saying! And we are not believers in you. (11:53) 


This is how it was, as Allah says: 


V °»A jjlJJ °»f °^4 j jAiU °\\c. 


u! 

- i 0 * 


Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same 
to them whether you warn them or do not 
warn them, they will not believe (2:6) 

V liLj Ag -jlc. I " '9-v (jj jll jjl 

Truly, those, against whom the Word of 
your Lord has been justified, will not 
believe. (10:96-97) 

And they said: 

(>rv) 111 Ija °j) 

This is no other than Khuluq of the ancients. 

Some scholars read this: "Khalq". 

According to Ibn Mas'ud and according to Abdullah bin 
Abbas -- as reported from Al-Awfi -- and Alqamah and 
Mujahid, they meant, 
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"What you have brought to us is nothing but the 
tales (Akhlaq) of the ancients." 

This is like what the idolators of Quraysh said: 

SJSi aXc. JA l^k jjTjVi jjkU 1 jMj 

And they say: "Tales of the ancients, 
which he has written down, and they are 
dictated to him morning and afternoon." 
(25:5) 

And Allah said: 

Ajk li.tj il'Jal ail V) Iaa ljj£ 'jjjfi JlTj 
tjjjj LaHa IjeLa. 223 

... 'jjfjVl klut 1 jJHj 


Those who disbelieve say: "This is nothing 
but a lie that he has invented, and others 
have helped him in it. In fact, they have 
produced an injustice and a lie." 

And they say: "Tales of the ancients..." 
(25:4-5) 

'cJj%!\ j±k^J 1 jlli JJ&, 'Jjjt GilJ43 m fij 

And when it is said to them: "What is it 
that your Lord has sent down" 

They say: "Tales of the ancient!" (16:24) 

Some other scholars recited it, l3j Ija o! (This is 

no other than Khuluq of the ancients), "as Khuluq," 

meaning their religion. 

What they were following was the religion of the 
ancients, their fathers and grandfathers, as if 
they were saying: 
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"We are following them, we will live as 
they lived and die as they died, and there 
will be no resurrection and no judgement." 

Hence they said: 


(1TA) 


- * 0 ' 

(3^-* Laj 


And we are not going to be punished. 
Allah's saying; 



So they denied him, and We destroyed them. 

meaning, they continued to disbelieve and 
stubbornly oppose Allah's Prophet Hud, so Allah 
destroyed them. 

The means of their destruction has been described in 
more than one place in the Qur'an: 

Allah sent against them a strong and furious 
wind, i.e., a fiercely blowing wind that was 
intensely cold. Thus the means of their 
destruction was suited to their nature, for they 
were the strongest and fiercest of people, so Allah 
overpowered them with something that was even 
stronger and fiercer than them, as Allah says: 

(Jjl 3 i_JJ °J 

jLuxll Clll3 

Have you not seen how your Lord dealt 
with 'Ad of Iram Possessors of the pillars. 
(89:6-7) 

This refers to the former 'Ad, as Allah says: 

JjVl tii. a!\j 

And that it is He Who destroyed the former 
'Ad. (53:50) 
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They were descendents of Iram bin Sam 
bin Nuh, 

jU*]| CjIj (Possessors of the pillars), 

They used to live among pillars. 

Those who claim that Iram was a city take this 
idea from Israeli narrations, from the words of 
Ka'b and Wahb, but there is no real basis for 
that. 

Allah says: 


The like of which were not created in the 
land. (89:8) 

meaning, nothing like this tribe was 
created in terms of might, power and 
tyranny. 

If what was meant was a city, it would have said, 

"The like of which was not built in the 
land." 


And Allah says: 

°t> 1 jlUj Jikj I Ji IjjEUl 'ilx. lit! 
Jjjil jA I aISI jjl aj3 Aiif 

IjjlSj Bj 2 la 


As for Ad, they were arrogant in the land 
without right, and they said: "Who is 
mightier than us in strength!" 

See they not that Allah Who created them 
was mightier in strength than them. And 
they used to deny Our Ayat! (41:15) 


And Allah says: 



I tS ili. lit j 
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Uaj i «*s f \jf A jjl xn j Jljl £-1 ui ^gjlc. Ia j - *- j. h 


And as for ‘Ad, they were destroyed by a 
wind, Sarsar 'Atiyah! Which Allah 
imposed on them for seven nights and 
eight days Husum, (in succession). (69:6- 
7) 


meaning, consecutively (i.e., seven nights 
and eight days). 


SjjUi. 1 ^-jlS l^J9 (_£ 


so that you could see men lying 
overthrown (destroyed), as if they were 
hollow trunks of date palms! (69:7) 

means, they were left as headless bodies, 
because the wind would come and carry 
one of them, then drop him on his head, 
so that his brains were spilled out, his 
head was broken and he was thrown 
aside, as if they were uprooted stems of 
date-palms. They used to build fortresses 
in the mountains and caves, and they dug 
ditches half as deep as a man is tall, but 
that did not help them against the 
command of Allah at all. 

£.1^. fi aUI u! 

Verily, the term given by Allah, when it 
comes, cannot be delayed. (71:4) 

Allah says here: (So they 

denied him, and We destroyed them). 

^ V ^ ) (jjkaJjxs ^A jjS! (jlS Uaj 4 jU ^3 ^jl 

p * •) IjJj 

Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. 

And verily your Lord, He is indeed the Almighty, the Most 
Merciful. 
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26:141 Thamud denied the Messengers. 

Vt J£ jkt '(42 Jli SI 

26:142 When their brother Salih said to them: "Will 
you not have Taqwa!" 

Ls4 U^j ^ J} 

26:143 "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you." 

45111 jSU 

26:144 "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 

4o °u! 

26:145 "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward 
is only from the Lord of Al-' Alamin." 


Salih and the People of Thamud 


Allah tells: 


( 5 £ 5 ) (jlLuI jxll i y aJ 

( ) i Y) Ut ^JU^a 'Jla jl 

p * fD j 

(U£) JjauJatj Alll I jS5li 

( 5 £ (jxolUtll l_JJ ill ul jj-a 5^- ‘ Uaj 

Thamud denied the Messengers. When their brother 
Salih said to them: "Will you not have Taqwa! I am a 
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trustworthy Messenger to you. So, have Taqwa of Allah, 
and obey me. No reward do I ask of you for it; my 
reward is only from the Lord of Al-' Alamin." 

Here Allah tells us about His servant and 
Messenger Salih, whom He sent to his people 
Thamud. They were Arabs living in the city of Al- 
Hijr -- which is between Wadi Al-Qura and 
Greater Syria. Their location is well known. 

In our explanation of Surah Al-A'raf, we 
mentioned the Hadiths which tell how the 
Messenger of Allah passed by their dwelling place 
when he wanted to launch a raid on Syria. He 
went as far as Tabuk, then he went back to Al- 
Madinah to prepare himself for the campaign. 
Thamud came after 'Ad and before Ibrahim, 
peace be upon him. Their Prophet Salih called 
them to Allah, to worship Him alone with no 
partner or associate, and to obey whatever 
commands were conveyed to them, but they 
refused, rejecting him and opposing him. He told 
them that he did not seek any reward from them 
for his call to them, but that he would seek the 
reward for that with Allah. Then he reminded 
them of the blessings of Allah. 


UaU l-« 

26:146 "Will you be left secure in that which you 
have here," 

J c J 

26:147 "In gardens and springs." 

£ JJJJ 

26:148 "And crops and date palms with soft 
clusters." 
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ujA^j 

26:149 "And you hew out in the mountains, houses 
with great skill." 

*5111 J&i 

26:150 "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 

26:151 "And follow not the command of the 
extravagant," 

U jAA A lAA' A 

26:152 Who make mischief in the land, and reform 
not." 


A Reminder to Them of their Circumstances and the Blessings 


Salih warns: 


p £ 1) jjiial IjAlA Ua (jjS jjj! 

( U v ) ijjjfc J plla. 

( U A) sJ-=^. J £ JJJJ 

"Will you be left secure in that which you have here, In 
gardens and springs. And crops and date palms with soft 
clusters." 

They enjoyed Salih preached to them, warning them that 
the punishment of Allah could overtake them and 
reminding them of the blessings that Allah had bestowed 
upon them, by giving them ample provision and making 
them safe from all kinds of dangers, giving them gardens 
and flowing springs, and bringing forth for them crops 
and fruits. 
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~ 1 ■ 1 4 ■» TT. ^ j 


and date palms with soft clusters. 

Al-Awfi narrated from Ibn Abbas, 

"Ripe and rich." 

AN bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn Abbas that: 

this meant growing luxuriantly. 

Ismail bin Abi Khalid narrated from ' Amr bin Abi ' Amr -- 
who met the Companions -- from Ibn Abbas that this 
means, 

"When it becomes ripe and soft." 

This was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim, then he said: 
"And something similar was narrated from Abu 
Salih." 

) (JjA jli Ujjjj tjjT*J 

And you hew out in the mountains, houses with great 
skill. 

Ibn Abbas and others said, 

"With great skill." 

According to another report from him: 

"They were greedy and extravagant." 

This was the view of Mujahid and another group. 

There is no contradiction between the two views, 
because they built the houses which they carved in the 
mountains as a form of extravagant play, with no need 
for them as dwelling places. They were highly skilled in 
the arts of masonry and stone-carving, as is well known 
to anyone who has seen their structures. 

So, Salih said to them: 
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po.) jjkjLtj<3111jEla 


So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me. 

Pay attention to that which could benefit you in 
this world and the Hereafter; worshipping your 
Lord Who created you, who granted you 
provisions so that you could worship Him alone 
and glorify Him morning and evening. 

( ^ ® ^ I -jjaJ Uj 

( ^ O Y ) jjaj ■ J Uj ^3 /j 

And follow not the command of the extravagant, who 
make mischief in the land, and reform not. 

meaning, their chiefs and leaders, who called 
them to Shirk, disbelief and opposition to the 
truth. 


a a dli! llajj Ijlli 

You are only of those 


26:153 They said: 
bewitched!" 


(j-Al 1 «a]j (ja i" AjI_j C-ltl lj3lLa jjuoj V] Clul La 

26:154 "You are but a human being like us. Then 
bring us a sign if you are of the truthful." 

4o £ o " * o o i* o i* \" \ * **\ 'i • " " *« 

t-A A 2 L) (Jla 

26:155 He said: "Here is a she-camel: it has a right 
to drink (water), and you have a right to drink 
(water) (each) on a day, known." 

^ojac. LjIac. l^vvkf ^ jIjjj U jljd-aj V j 

26:156 "And touch her not with harm, lest the 
torment of a Great Day should seize you." 
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" ^ \ 9 '0 f-i « " 9 <♦" 

(jJuoP-l I j)~N u*oL3 


26:157 But they killed her, and then they became 
regretful. 

(jlK Caj AjV (jl L-ll-lxJl A-ktl 

# 0 £ 

26:158 So, the torment overtook them. Verily, in 
this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. 

u!j 

26:159 And verily, your Lord He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


The Respo nse of Thamud, Their Demand for a Sign, and Thei 


Allah tells us how Thamud responded to their Prophet Salih, 
upon him be peace, when he called them to worship their Lord, 
may He be glorified. 

( ^ © y ) j j ^ ‘ Clul Uajl I jlli 

They said: "You are only of those bewitched!" 

Mujahid said, 

"They meant he was one affected by witchcraft." 

Then they said: 

li£La Jjij ill Clu! Ua 


You are but a human being like us. 

meaning, 'how can you receive Revelation when 
we do not!' 


78 






This is like the Ayah where they are described as 
saying: 

jit ZJ& jA °Jj Qjjj Jja AjIc. 

jhLo'Vl L-lIjSlI (j-a t^C- jjaTar u,i 


"Is it that the Reminder is sent to him 
alone from among us! Nay, he is an 
insolent liar!" 

Tomorrow they will come to know who is 
the liar, the insolent one! (54:26-27) 

p o t ) (jAillLal! qa dijS (jl AjL cjli 

Then bring us a sign if you are of the truthful. 

Then they asked him for a sign to prove that what he 
brought to them from their Lord was the truth. A crowd 
of them gathered and demanded that he immediately 
bring forth from the rock a she-camel that was ten 
months pregnant, and they pointed to a certain rock in 
their midst. 


Allah's Prophet Salih made them promise that if he 
responded to their request, they would believe in him 
and follow him. So they agreed to that. 

The Prophet of Allah Salih, peace be upon him, stood and 
prayed, then he prayed to Allah to grant them their 
request. Then the rock to which they had pointed split 
open, revealing a she-camel that was ten months 
pregnant, exactly as they had requested. 


So some of them believed, but most of them disbelieved. 




He said: "Here is a she-camel: it has a right to drink 
(water), and you have a right to drink (water) (each) on 
a day, known. 

meaning, 'she will drink from your water one 
day, and on the next day you will drink from it.' 
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^ O ^ ~ llaC. ^ '_ ll ' c- c- ^joU La j ^u iaj IJ j 


And touch her not with harm, lest the torment of a Great 
Day should seize you. 

He warned them of the punishment of Allah if 
they should do her any harm. 

The she-camel stayed among them for a while, drinking 
the water, eating leaves and grazing, and they benefited 
from her milk which they took in sufficient quantities for 
every one to drink his fill. After this had gone on for a 
long time, and the time for their destruction drew near, 
they conspired to kill her: 

®V) I lAjj£x3 

... LliijJI 


But they killed her, and then they became regretful. So, 
the torment overtook them. 


Their land was shaken by a strong earthquake, 
and there came to them an overwhelming 
Sayhah (shout) which took their hearts from 
their places. They were overtaken by events 
which they were not expecting, so they were left 
(dead), lying prostrate in their homes. 

^ \ © A) ^A (jlS Ua j 4-jU jilJ ^3 

0 0 ^ <j] J 

Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


r ° Mi \ < > o <• o> 

26:160 The people of Lut denied the Messengers. 
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yt ^ Jii jj 

26:161 When their brother Lut said to them: "Will 
you not have Taqwa!" 

*a*4 'Jji* j ^ jj 

26:162 "Verily, I am a trustworthy Messenger to 
you." 

aIii i 

26:163 "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 

MJ VI ci J>t b! ^ -fSlU Lj 

(jj^LJI 

26:164 "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward 
is only from the Lord of all that exits." 


Lut and His Call 


Allah tells: 

(ni) 'jjSSUlLj]jlf J 41 'JlSSi 
(nr) jjJuLtj a 31! IjS&ti 

( n £) Sr 1 J C5^" Ci jW “ul jW ^UAt A '*(-- L .'.t 

The people of Lut denied the Messengers. When their 
brother Lut said to them: 

"Will you not have Taqwa! Verily, I am a trustworthy 
Messenger to you. So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey 
me. No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward is only 
from the Lord of all that exits." 
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Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Lut, 
peace be upon him. 

He was Lut bin Haran bin Azar, the nephew of Ibrahim 
Al-Khalil, upon him be peace. Allah sent him to a mighty 
nation during the lifetime of Ibrahim, peace be upon 
them both. They lived in Sadum (Sodom) and its 
environs, where Allah destroyed them and turned the 
area into a putrid, stinking lake, which is well-known in 
the land of Al-Ghur (the Jordan Valley), bordering the 
mountains of Jerusalem, between the mountains and the 
land of Al-Karak and Ash-Shawbak. 

He called them to Allah, to worship Him alone 
with no partner or associate, and to obey the 
Messenger whom Allah sent to them. 

He forbade from disobeying Allah and committing 
the sin that they had invented which was 
unknown on earth before their time; intercourse 
with males instead of with females. 


26:165 "Go you in unto the males of AI-'Alamin 
(people),” 

o U ' o A o a 0 A-i" o \" ' -* 

<3^ u ujj^j 

26:166 "And leave those whom Allah has created 
for you to be your wives! 

' * I - it 0 <• 0 ^ A 0 *' 

^aJJl 

Nay, you are a trespassing people!" 

jSl la jL AajJ °a3 (jj3 1 jllS 

26:167 They said: "If you cease not, O Lut, verily, 
you will be one of those who are driven out!" 


82 







'cd® 'iP "&>*i Jk 'JIS 

26:168 He said: "1 am indeed of those who 
disapprove with severe anger and fury your 
behavior." 


jjLkj Cw JaI j 


. * * " 


26:169 "My Lord! Save me and my family from what 
they do." 



26:170 So, We saved him and his family, all. 


L % 

26:171 Except an old woman among those who 
remained behind. 




26:172 Then afterward We destroyed the others. 


c-ljuafl 


26:173 And We rained on them a rain, and how evil 
was the rain of those who had been warned! 


u^sU j j ajV (ji (j) 


26:174 Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers. 


jy b! j 

26:175 And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 
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Lut's Denunciati on of His People's Deeds, Their Response and| 

Their 


Allah said: 


^ \ “l jjjjalljJI qjs jjl jjjjtjl 

(Tl) (jJjit ^ j3 jsijl (Jj jjlla.1 Jjt (j* j (jjla. La (j J jAjj 


"Go you in unto the males of AI-'Alamin (people), And 
leave those whom Allah has created for you to be your 
wives! Nay, you are a trespassing people!" 

The Prophet of Allah forbade them from 
committing evil deeds and intercourse with males, 
and he taught them that they should have 
intercourse with their wives whom Allah had 
created for them. Their response was only to say: 

■la jl Ij Aj jj |al (jj] I jlU 


They said: If you cease not, 0 Lut, 

meaning, 'if you do not give up what you have 
brought,' 


^ “l V) Jjj ^ j ^ all jjja jSlJ 


verily, you will be one of those who are driven out! 
meaning, 'we will expel you from among us.' 
This is like the Ayah, 

Jajl (Jl«. 1 jlli (jl V) 4-aj 3 l_ll_ji. 

UJ j3 L> 

There was no other answer given by his 
people except that they said: "Drive out 
the family of Lut from your city. Verily, 
these are men who want to be clean and 
pure!" (27:56) 
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When he saw that they would not give up their ways, and that 
they were persisting in their misguidance, he declared his 
innocence of them: 


(HA) 'jJH! 'cU <4^4 Jl JIS 

He said: I am, indeed, of those who disapprove with 
severe anger and fury. 

' Of those who are outraged, I do not like it and I 
do not accept it, and I have nothing to do with 
you.' 

Then he prayed to Allah against them and said: 

( ) 1 5) l!<ui j j 

My Lord! Save me and my family from what they do. 

Allah says: 


hv jjjjtAi.f aJa! j sliikia 

( > V > ) jjjjlill gi I Jjkc. l3l 

So, We saved him and his family, all. Except an old 
woman among those who remained behind. 

This was his wife, who was a bad old woman. She 
stayed behind and was destroyed with whoever 
else was left. 

This is similar to what Allah says about them in 
Surah Al-A'raf and Surah Hud, and in Surah Al- 
Hijr, where Allah commanded him to take his 
family at night, except for his wife, and not to 
turn around when they heard the Sayhah as it 
came upon his people. So they patiently obeyed 
the command of Allah and persevered, and Allah 
sent upon the people a punishment which struck 
them all, and rained upon them stones of baked 
clay, piled up. 

Allah says: 
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(> V Y) (jjja.131 lj>«J ^ 
p Vt) ALall ?. U-u3 I jla-a jV- lj j 
|Wt| ^JJJLa ^'js! Uoj 2uts “j 

p vo ) Uj 


Then afterward We destroyed the others. And We rained 
on them a rain, and how evil was the rain of those who 
had been warned! 


Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


^ O t Ofci •* ^*0 o f “*>• 

(jjJjUl^AjI ASj I ^ \ trOl C- ITS 

26:176 The companions of Al-Aykah denied the 
Messengers. 

'0J& VI ‘(43 LJIS i! 

26:177 When Shu'ayb said to them: "Will you not 
have Taqwa!" 

0^1 J ^ 

26:178 "I am a trustworthy Messenger to you." 

jjkjLf j yii i j£ii 

26:179 "So, have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me." 

40 jc- % isj y °ui jy t> Lj 

26:180 "No reward do I ask of you for it; my reward 
is only from the Lord of Al-' Alamin." 
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ShiTayb and His Preaching to the Dwellers of Al-Aykah| 


Allah says: 

p VI) (jjluij-all 4fLjtll L-lLa-k^at L_ljS 

(> vv) JjsSj Ul J4S JlS a 

(WA) Jj 

(\Yl) jjkiLfj Alll Ij£la 

A « ) ^jjualUJI L_lj L S<J^ u! Ui° ^ jfr- [ l-oj 

The companions of Al-Aykah denied the Messengers. 
When Shu'ayb said to them: "Will you not have Taqwa! 
I am a trustworthy Messenger to you. So, have Taqwa 
of Allah, and obey me. No reward do I ask of you for it; 
my reward is only from the Lord of Al-' Alamin." 

The companions of Al-Aykah were the people of 
Madyan, according to the most correct view. 

The Prophet of Allah Shu'ayb was one of them, but it 
does not say here, their brother Shu'ayb, because they 
called themselves by a name denoting their deification of 
Al-Aykah, which was a tree which they used to worship; 
it was said that it was a group of trees which were 
tangled, like trees in a thicket. For this reason, when 
Allah said that the companions of Al-Aykah denied the 
Messengers, He did not say, "When their brother 
Shu'ayb said to them." Rather, He said: 

... “43 'JlS 'i 


When Shu'ayb said to them, 

He is not described as belonging to them because of the 
meaning that was inherent in the name given to them 
even though he was their brother by blood. 

Some people did not notice this point, so they thought 
that the dwellers of Al-Aykah were different from the 
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people of Madyan, and claimed that Shu'ayb was sent to 
two nations; some said that he was sent to three. 

ujUlaS (The companions of Al-Aykah) were the 
people of Shu'ayb. 

This was the view of Ishaq bin Bishr. 

Someone besides Juwaybir said, 

"The dwellers of Al-Aykah and the people of 
Madyan are one and the same." 

And Allah knows best. 

Although there is another opinion that they were 
different nations with two identities, the correct view is 
that they were one nation, but they are described 
differently in different places. 

Shu'ayb preached to them and commanded them to be 
fair in their weights and measures, the same as is 
mentioned in the story of Madyan, which also indicates 
that they were the same nation. 


o- IjjjS V j lPI 1 jijt 

26:181 "Give full measure, and cause no loss (to 
others)." 


f 




26:182 "And weigh with the true and straight 
balance." 


Vj (Jjolll! 1 jm-sJJ Vj 




26:183 "And defraud not people by reducing their 
things, nor do evil, making corruption and mischief 
in the land." 
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'jJjVI iLaS'j •(££> ti.ai 1 jfflj 

26:184 "And have Taqwa of Him Who created you 
and the generations of the men of old." 


The Command to give Full Measure 


Allah commanded them to give full measure, and forbade them 
to give short measure. 

He said: 


( ^ A \ jjx I U j Jjflll I j3 jl 


Give full measure, and cause no loss. 


meaning, 'when you give to people, give them 
full measure, and do not cause loss to them by 
giving them short measure, while taking full 
measure when you are the ones who are taking. 
Give as you take, and take as you give.' 

^ \ AY) ~ if '' - .all J-La. j. iiflllJ 


And weigh with the true and straight balance. 


The balance is the scales. 


LLuJl jJ 


l2St; vAUl I IT, 


And defraud not people by reducing their things, 
means, do not shortchange them. 

^3 Ijj*j Uj 

nor do evil, making corruption and mischief in the land, 
means, by engaging in banditry. 

This is like the Ayah, 

(jjJC. jJ Ja j 


And sit not on every road, threatening, 
(7:86) 
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(\\t) 'jJjtll AlaJlj ^'£\ Ijfflj 


And have Taqwa of Him Who created you and the 
generations of the men of old. 

Here he is frightening them with the punishment 
of Allah Who created them and created their 
forefathers. 

This is like when Musa, peace be upon him, said: 

Ljj 

Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient 
fathers! (26:26) 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi, Sufyan bin Uyaynah and 
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: 

6^j^l aLa])j (the generations of the men of old) 
means, He created the early generations. And Ibn 
Zayd recited: 


And indeed he (Shaytan) did lead astray a 
great multitude of you. (36:62) 


1' aII dijf Cjjj Ijlli 

26:185 They said: "You are only one of those 
bewitched!" 

agist jd u!j ^ Vi cd Lj 

26:186 "You are but a human being like us and 
verily, we think that you are one of the liars!" 

C 1 ~i^ jjl ^Lojaill (jja t9juj£ 1 ‘ijlc. Dai>nt-3 

26:187 "So, cause a piece of the heaven to fall on 
us, if you are of the truthful!" 
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(jjluu Ccj ^ j (Jll 

26:188 He said: "My Lord is the Best Knower of 
what you do." 

4lki]l ^jj aJAc. ^A^la o jjA^S 

26:189 But they denied him, so the torment of the 
Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them. 

^ojac. i_)l Ac. AjI 

Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day. 

U^ J L5# U 

26:190 Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of 
them are not believers. 

u!j 

26:191 And verily your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


The Response of Shuayb's People, Thei r Disbelief in Him and| 
the coming of the Punishment upon ^ hemWj^|^hjg^||Bi|BB 


Allah tells us how his people responded and how it was like the 
response of Thamud to their Messenger -- for they were of like 
mind -- when: 

(^ A o) (j^s Aut Uajl I jlli 

They said: You are only one of those bewitched! 

meaning, 'you are one of those who are affected 
by witchcraft.' 

(im) 'yjjjiai 'qA jj ui aa! u.j 

You are but a human being like us and verily, we think 
that you are one of the liars! 
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means, 'we think you are deliberately lying to us 
in what you say, and Allah has not sent you to 
us.’ 


Lajoill O* LaliiS Lille. Hafl . uts 


So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, 
Ad-Dahhak said: 

"One side of the heavens." 

Qatadah said: 

"A piece of the heaven." 

As-Suddi said: 

"A punishment from heaven." 

This is like what the Quraysh said, as Allah tells us: 


li -!\ 12 




121 1 jltfj 


And they say: "We shall not believe in you, until 
you cause a spring to gush forth from the earth 
for us, until : 


aIIL jfc jl \3L4 I jjlc. C-LoC- j LaS f. Lalill , n j jj 


5LuS 


Or you cause the heaven to fall upon us in pieces, 
as you have pretended, or you bring Allah and the 
angels before (us) face to face." (17:90-92) 

Liilc. jla-ata L^Liic. Or* jA 0^ o! ljlli -ilj 

f LUl O-a a jl» 

And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this 
is indeed the truth from You, then rain down 
stones on us from the sky...." (8:32) 

Similarly, these ignorant disbelievers said: 

( ^ AVj Or* illlS 0) *■Lull O* LiumS Lille- L»amtfl 
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So, cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if 
you are of the truthful! 

(^ AA) (jj£akj 1 -«j jJc-t 'Jli 


He said: "My Lord is the Best Knower of what you do." 

means, 'Allah knows best about you, and if you 
deserve that, He will punish you therewith, and 
He will not treat you unjustly.' 

So this is what happened to them -- as they asked for -- an 
exact recompense. 


Allah says: 


p ^ajaC. uli (jlS <j| L-llic- a 


But they denied him, so the torment of the Day of 
Shadow seized them. Indeed that was the torment of a 
Great Day. 

This is what they asked for, when they asked for a part 
of the heaven to fall upon them. Allah made their 
punishment in the form of intense heat which 
overwhelmed them for seven days, and nothing could 
protect them from it. 

Then He sent a cloud to shade them, so they ran 
towards it to seek its shade from the heat. When all of 
them had gathered underneath it, Allah sent sparks of 
fire and flames and intense heat upon them, and caused 
the earth to convulse beneath them, and He sent against 
them a mighty Sayhah which destroyed their souls. 

Allah says: 


l—lljC. (jlS AjJ ... 

...Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day. 

Allah has mentioned how they were destroyed in three 
places in the Qur'an, in each of which it is described in a 
manner which fits the context. 
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In Surah Al-A' raf He says that: 


the earthquake seized them, and they lay (dead), 
prostrate in their homes. This was because they 
said: 




I jlLi ^3 


"We shall certainly drive you out, 0 
Shu'ayb, and those who have believed 
with you from our town, or else you (all) 
shall return to our religion." (7:88) 

They had sought to scare the Prophet of Allah and 
those who followed him, so they were seized by 
the earthquake. 

In Surah Hud, Allah says: 

A y .all Italia j 


And As-Sayhah seized the wrongdoers. (11:94) 


This was because they mocked the Allah's 
Prophet when they said: 


jjf jf ijjQ?. -liaJ Uo jjl iilj-atj tiSjjT 

'cJi asi u. ar^t Ji 


"Does your Salah command that we give 
up what our fathers used to worship, or 
that we give up doing what we like with 
our property Verily, you are the forbearer, 
right-minded!" (11:87) 

They had said this in a mocking, sarcastic 
tone, so it was befitting that the Sayhah 
should come and silence them, as Allah 
says: 

4 -aall wU 


So As-Saihah overtook them. (15:73) 
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A^jj, .all 1 ill i— 


Ciia.1 


And As-Saihah seized the wrongdoers. 
(11:94) 


And here, they said: 


Lamll LalaS Lulc. ulfl 


So, cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, 

in a stubborn and obstinate manner. So, it was 
fitting that something they never thought would 
happen should befall them: 

^ajaC. ^Jj Aj\ <Slall pjj t-il^C. JaA.ii.ti ... 

so the torment of the Day of Shadow seized them. 
Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day. 

Muhammad bin Jarir narrated from Yazid Al-Bahili: "I 

asked Ibn Abbas about this Ayah: <2*21 fj y 

(so the torment of the Day of Shadow seized them). 

He said: 

'Allah sent upon them thunder and intense heat, 
and it terrified them (so they entered their houses 
and it pursued them to the innermost parts of 
their houses and terrified them further), and they 
ran fleeing from their houses into the fields. Then 
Allah sent upon them clouds which shaded them 
from the sun, and they found it cool and pleasant, 
so they called out to one another until they had 
all gathered beneath the cloud, then Allah sent 
fire upon them.' 

Ibn Abbas said, 

'That was the torment of the Day of Shadow, 
indeed that was the torment of a Great Day.'" 


^ \ ^ >) (jjioJjx jjSi (jlS Ua j 4jU dli ^3 

(^ ^LjJj 
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Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are not 
believers. And verily, your Lord, He is truly, the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

meaning, He is All-Mighty in His punishment of 
the disbelievers, and Most Merciful towards His 
believing servants. 


A j Lkjp-^ A J 

26:192 And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord 
of all that exists, 

26:193 Which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibril) has 
brought down. 

26:194 Upon your heart that you may be (one) of 
the warners, 

yA A A A-A 

26:195 In the plain Arabic language. 


The Qur'an was revealed by Allah 


Here Allah tells us about the Book which He revealed to His 
servant and Messenger Muhammad. 

... Aj 


And truly, this 

refers to the Qur'an, which at the beginning of the 
Surah was described as <>» <> 

(and never comes there unto them a 
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Reminder as a recent revelation from the Most 
Gracious...) (26:5) 


^ \ Y ) (jjj&lljJI L_1 

is a revelation from the Lord of Al-'Alamin. 

means, Allah has sent it down to you and 
revealed it to you. 

(MV) UJjotll £ jjll tJjj 

Which the trustworthy Ruh has brought down. 

This refers to Jibril, peace be upon him. 

This was the view of more than one of the Salaf: 

Ibn Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka'b, Qatadah, 
Atiyyah AI-'Awfi, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak, Az-Zuhri 
and Ibn Jurayj. 

This is an issue concerning which there is no dispute. 
Az-Zuhri said, 

"This is like the Ayah: 

aIII Jk ill 'J jJrJ fjk. 'jis 

ajaj (jjj L«2 


Say: "Whoever is an enemy to Jibril -- for indeed 
he has brought it down to your heart by Allah's 
permission, confirming what came before it..." 
(2:97) 


Upon your heart, 

'0 Muhammad, free from any contamination, 
with nothing added or taken away.' 

(I ^ l> uj^5 ... 


that you may be of the warners, 
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means, 'so that you may warn people with it of 
the punishment of Allah for those who go against 
it and disbelieve in it, and so that you may give 
glad tidings with it to the believers who follow it.' 

(no) piL* qUoJj 

In the plain Arabic language. 

meaning, 'this Qur'an which We have revealed to 
you, We have revealed in perfect and eloquent 
Arabic, so that it may be quite clear, leaving no 
room for excuses and establishing clear proof, 
showing the straight path.' 


o&vi Ju ^!j 

26:196 And verily, it is in the Zubur of the former 
people. 

Ujf l) J 

26:197 Is it not a sign to them that the learned 
scholars of the Children of Israel knew it, 

■" 0 Cm 0 -' \ otZ ,' 0 '%■' 

4_lSJj jSj 

26:198 And if We had revealed it unto any of the 
non-Arabs, 

. 0 > 1 ^4 ^ 4 55 0 ^ f" 

(jjJLaj^a Aj I Lo \ \C. 61^3 

26:199 And he had recited it unto them, they would 
not have believed in it. 


The Qur'an was mentioned in the Previous Scriptures 


Allah says: 

And verily, it is in the Zubur of the former people. 
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Allah says: this Qur'an was mentioned and referred to in 
the previous Scriptures that were left behind by their 
Prophets who foretold it in ancient times and more 
recently. 


Allah took a covenant from them that they would follow 
it, and the last of them stood and addressed his people 
with the good news of Ahmad: 

(j£j| aIII Jjluj jlui) ^g -u U C . (JUS Llj 

i j-olla j iiljj^ll (j*a J jjjj Ual tsjh. 

£aa.f 


And (remember) when 'Isa, son of Maryam, 
said: "0 Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of 
Allah unto you, confirming the Tawrah before 
me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to 
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad. 
(61:6) 

Zubur here refers to Books; 

Zubur is the plural of Az-Zabur, which is also the name 
used to refer to the Book given to Dawud. 

Allah says: 

And everything they have done is noted in the 
Az-Zubur. (54:52), 

meaning, it is recorded against them in the 
books of the angels. 

Then Allah says: 

( ^ ^ V ) (J^ «■ Laic. 4-aLt.J jjf 4-ji (j^-l jt 

Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the 
Children of Israel knew it! 

meaning, is it not sufficient witness to the truth 
for them that the scholars of the Children of 
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Israel found this Qur'an mentioned in the 
Scriptures which they study! The meaning is: 

the fair-minded among them admitted that 
the attributes of Muhammad and his 
mission and his Ummah were mentioned 
in their Books, as was stated by those 
among them who believed, such as 
Abdullah bin Salam, Salman Al-Farisi and 
others who met the Prophet. 

Allah said: 


U£ll 'Jji/jll 

Those who follow the Messenger, the 
Prophet who can neither read nor write ... 
(7:157) 


The Intense Disbelief of Quraysh 


Then Allah tells us how intense the disbelief of Quraysh was, 
and how stubbornly they resisted the Qur'an. If this Book with 
all its eloquence had been revealed to a non-Arab who did not 
know one word of Arabic, they still would not have believed in 
him. 


Allah says: 

^ ^ A) tax J c. jlj 

^ ^ ) jjjjja jx La ^-jlc. ot 

And if We had revealed it unto any of the non-Arabs, and 
he had recited it unto them, they would not have 
believed in it. 


And Allah says: 

I jlT>a p. Laliill jlc. 1 

X2jL<4 Lai) 1 jllil 


And even if We opened to them a gate from the 
heaven and they were to keep on ascending 
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thereto. They would surely say: "Our eyes have 
been dazzled..." (15:14-15) 

JijJ! I j U 1 l3t ‘jTj 

And even if We had sent down unto them angels, 
and the dead had spoken unto them... (6:111) 

agjlc. ‘" afla. (jj jll u! 

Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe. (10:96) 


26:200 Thus have We caused it to enter the hearts 
of the criminals. 

^JJJ ^ U jVj« V 

26:201 They will not believe in it until they see the 
painful torment. 

" ^ ^ O./ (4 0 ^ ' ** ^.0, " 

UJJ*^ p J 4_w_i 

26:202 It shall come to them of a sudden, while 
they perceive it not. 

- -* "1. o 1 ° t" » < 

26:203 Then they will say: "Can we be respited!" 

j jWxnn. j 

26:204 Would they then wish for Our torment to be 
hastened on! 

" # 0 * '0 t # 0 f ' -*f 

u l ‘-y* j 3 ' 

26:205 Think, if We do let them enjoy for years. 
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jjk jS i jSis n p 

26:206 And afterwards comes to them that which 
they had been promised. 

' * i -Si > i * o •» f T' 

I La .-\g sc. La 

26:207 All that with which they used to enjoy shall 
not avail them. 

Ojjii iy V) cy ISaI C.j 

26:208 And never did We destroy a township but it 
had its warners. 


C bA ^ ^ <_S 


26:209 By way of reminder, and We have never 
been unjust. 


The Deniers will never believe until They see the Torment 


Allah says: 


( Y « > ) L_! jla eLSLu LlfiS 

Thus have We caused it to enter the hearts of the 
criminals. 

'thus We caused denial, disbelief, rejection and 
stubbornness to enter the hearts of the sinners.' 

4 0 * «•» 


They will not believe in it, 
i.e., the truth, 

(Y . >) '(Jl\ UiJl Ij ,'jj ... 

until they see the painful torment. 
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means, when their excuses will be of no avail, 
and the curse will be upon them, and theirs will 
be an evil abode. 


\ ~ 4 jjtA 


It shall come to them of a sudden, 

means, the punishment of Allah will come upon 
them suddenly, 


^^ ... 
(V * Y) jjjjiala (j^j (Ja I jijSja 


while they perceive it not. Then they will say: "Can we 
be respited!" 

means, when they see the punishment, then they 
will wish they had a little more time so that they 
can obey Allah -- or so they claim. 


This is like the Ayah: 

Ijjj 1 jxlla (jjAll LjIa*3I \ 

* . ,'4 ^]jt £Aijj liEjtA L_laJ <_P) 

^Jljj Cv® 


And warn mankind of the Day when the torment 
will come unto them; then the wrongdoers will 
say: "Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we 
will answer Your call and follow the Messengers!" 
(It will be said:) "Had you not sworn aforetime 
that you would not leave (the world for the 
Hereafter)." (14: 44) 


When every sinner and evildoer sees his punishment, he 
will feel intense regret. Such was the case of Fir'awn, 
when Musa prayed against him: 

IjjaII VI j-a^j Ajjj sVUaj j jC. j3 CIjjjI liDl Lijj 

AA»jlj ^a^ll j-a! C5^" OLjjj ‘41 ^jc. 

'^Vl LjIa*3I Ijjj ySk 1 jj-ajjj ili ^jla 
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ijC.4 41 (JH 


Our Lord! You have indeed bestowed on Fir'awn 
and his chiefs splendor and wealth in the life of 
this world, our Lord! That they may lead men 
astray from Your path. Our Lord! Destroy their 
wealth, and harden their hearts, so that they will 
not believe until they see the painful torment.' 

Allah said: "Verily, the invocation of you both is 
accepted. (10:88-89) 

This supplication had an effect on Fir'awn: he did not 
believe until he saw the painful torment: 

5b ibU Vl <J| V cbiJ JIS jJLSI ASj"i 141 

\a\ 1 ii .all jjjo Utj (JjjI^uiI jll 

duSj J4a l •'u 4aj ! 


till when drowning overtook him, he (Fir'awn) 
said: "I believe that none has the right to be 
worshipped but He in Whom the Children of 
Israel believe, and I am one of the Muslims." 
Now (you believe) while you refused to believe 
before and you were one of the mischief- 
makers. (10:90-91) 


And Allah says: 

5 b OS Uj UjSj Allb lSJ I jlll LLfc \°jj Ilia 

ciiH 4a <lil dAui liuotj I ji j L«I jllj ^ » a '; 4L ^la 
(jjjalSIl ■ 4)1 4 a spile. 


So when they saw Our punishment, they said: 
"We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we 
used to associate with Him as (His) partners." 

Then their Faith could not avail them when they 
saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the 
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way of Allah in dealing with His servants. And 
there the disbelievers lost utterly. (40:84-85) 

And Allah says: 

(Y > £) (jjlajijAJij ILIiauat 

Would they then wish for Our torment to be hastened 
on! 

This is a denunciation and a threat, because they used to 
say to the Messenger, by way of denial, thinking it 
unlikely ever to happen: 

Alii Ijdjl 

Bring Allah's torment upon us. (29:29) 

This is as Allah said: 

And they ask you to hasten on the torment... 
(29:53-55) 

Then Allah says: 

(Y > ©) (jjjjoi jjl Clufjif 

( Y > 1 j Ac. jj I Ca f- l^. jaJ 

( Y • V) I l!a V- Ua 

Think, if We do let them enjoy for years, and afterwards 
comes to them that which they had been promised, all 
that with which they used to enjoy shall not avail them. 

meaning, 'even if We delay the matter and give 
them respite for a short while or for a long time, 
then the punishment of Allah comes upon them, 
what good will their life of luxury do them then.' 

jf 1 jjjll ^ 

The Day they see it, (it will be) as if they had not 
tarried (in this world) except an afternoon or a 
morning. (79:46) 
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And Allah says: 

_^A U«j Ajaji i_all ^ojij _S^ ^A3^t 3 jj 


U 1 


Everyone of them wishes that he could be given a 
life of a thousand years. But the grant of such life 
will not save him even a little from punishment. 
(2:96) 


(_£ 3 jj 13 ) 4 jUa Aic- ^ j Uoj 

And what will his wealth avail him when he goes 
down. (92:11) 

Allah says here: 

'jjklaJ I jilS & ^ JtS U 

All that with which they used to enjoy shall not 
avail them. 


According to an authentic Hadith: 

dlul^) Ja (Jlil Ajomc. ^jllll ^^3 (_^kuu3 jSISIIj 

l-J Alllj U ;(j j£j 3 ?3a3 Lajjti duf j (Ja ?3aS Ijla. 
)aj 42231 «aj3 112:311 <^3 (jl2 Hu°jJ ^llll 2iiL 

l_ij 13 auI j U ;(Jj2ja Hu°jj djuf j (Ja; ;<3 cJUaj 


The disbelievers will be brought and once dipped 
into the Fire, then it will be said to him: 

"Did you ever see anything good! 

Did you ever see anything good!" 

Fie will say, "No, O Lord!" 

Then the most miserable person who ever lived 
on earth will be brought, and he will be put in 
Paradise for a brief spell, then it will be said to 
him, "Did you ever see anything bad!" 

He will say, "No, O Lord." 

meaning: as if nothing ever happened. 
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Then Allah tells us of His justice towards His creation, in that He 
does not destroy any nation until after He has left them with no 
excuse, by warning them, sending Messengers to them and 
establishing proof against them. 

He says: 

( Y « A ) j jALo ill (JmG ' £3a f Ua j 
( Y > ^ ) (jjjolOa IjS Uo j j 


And never did We destroy a township but it had its 
warners by way of reminder, and We have never been 
unjust. 


This is like the Ayat: 


V JJJ j dla-lj Ua j 


And We never punish until We have sent a 
Messenger. (17:15) 


Ujj-uj Lglaf dlxJJ (_£ I tiljfr a cHjj j_jlS U«j 
4Ja!j 111 ^ j2l HS Oj 


And never will your Lord destroy the towns until 
He sends to their mother town a Messenger 
reciting to them Our Ayat. 

And never would We destroy the towns unless the 
people thereof are wrongdoers. (28:59) 


Aj lldjjj Uaj 

26:210 And it is not the Shayatin (devils) who have 
brought it down. 

U J\lKu > n Uj Uj 

26:211 Neither would it suit them nor are they able. 
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' 1 0 s tl . ' ° •* 4t 

26:212 Verily, they have been removed far from 
hearing it. 


The Qur'an was brought down by Jibril, not Shaytan 


Allah tells us about His Book, which falsehood cannot approach 
from before or behind it, sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of 
all praise. 

He states that it has been brought down by the trustworthy 
Ruh (i.e., Jibril) who is helped by Allah, 

(T I >) jjjJaLjjiJI Ho j 

And it is not the Shayatin who have brought it down. 

Then He tells us that it could not be the case for three reasons 
that the Shayatin brought it down. One is that it would not suit 
them, i.e., they have no desire to do so and they do not want 
to, because their nature is to corrupt and misguide people, but 
this contains words enjoining what is right and forbidding what 
is evil, and light, guidance and mighty proofs. There is a big 
difference between this and the Shayatin, Allah says: 

... 


Neither would it suit them, 


(Y ^ >uj Uaj 


nor are they able. 

meaning, even if they wanted to, they could not 
do it. 


Allah says: 
UiL 


All! A. V.fo Jj-a tc.il a 
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Had We sent down this Qur'an on a 
mountain, you would surely have seen it 
humbling itself and rent asunder by the 
fear of Allah. (59:21) 

Then Allah explains that even if they wanted to and were able to 
bear it and convey it, they still would not be able to achieve 
that, because they were prevented from hearing the Qur'an 
when it was brought down, for the heavens were filled with 
guardians and shooting stars at the time when the Qur'an was 
being revealed to the Messenger of Allah, so none of the 
Shayatin could hear even one letter of it, lest there be any 
confusion in the matter. 

This is a part of Allah's mercy towards His servants, protection 
of His Laws, and support for His Book and His Messenger. 

Allah says: 


(YU) 

Verily, they have been removed far from hearing it. 
This is like what Allah tells us about the Jinn: 

I ‘ ^ q 1 lag uj \ liLa Ijfc' 1 z- L o -ml l 1 \. Iji j 

<2 -Isj (jUI u,uj JplXa QJi-a Ixij tjil IjIj 

1 ■!> 


21J jxu 2ijjf 'jd U \l\j 

And we have sought to reach the heaven; but we 
found it filled with stern guards and flaming fires. 
And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) 
a hearing, but any who listens now will find a 
flaming fire watching him in ambush. And we know 
not whether evil is intended for those on the earth, 
or whether their Lord intends for them guidance.’ 
(72:8-10) 
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(j-a tg—ll Alii £-a ^ -iJ ^-9 

26:213 So, invoke not with Allah another god lest 
you should be among those who receive 
punishment. 

U£ J^' ^ J 

26:214 And warn your tribe of near kindred. 

^j-a tr’X* jui j 

26:215 And be kind and humble to the believers 
who follow you. 

' 0 i. 4* # l« ' £l 0 **-» ' JO ' ' 0.1 

Laa ^g-J] jla 

26:216 Then if they disobey you, say: "1 am 
innocent of what you do." 

r*J JajW <> IS jo 

26:217 And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the 
Most Merciful, 

26:218 Who sees you when you stand up. 


i al> C5^ 


26:219 And your movements among those who fall 
prostrate. 


jA 


26:220 Verily, He, only He, is the All-Hearer, the All- 
Knower. 


110 






The Command to warn His Tribe of near Kindred 


Allah said: 


(Y 1 V) ^i.1 l^JI Alii £-a ^ Ui 

(\U) jjjjjatll jljtj 


So, invoke not with Allah another god lest you should be 
among those who receive punishment. And warn your 
tribe of near kindred. And be kind and humble to the 
believers who follow you. 

Here Allah commands (His Prophet) to worship 
Him alone, with no partner or associate, and tells 
him that whoever associates others in worship 
with Him, He will punish them. 

Then Allah commands His Messenger to warn his 
tribe of near kindred, i.e., those who were most 
closely related to him, and to tell them that 
nothing could save any of them except for faith in 
Allah. 


Allah also commanded him to be kind and gentle 
with the believing servants of Allah who followed 
him, and to disown those who disobeyed him, no 
matter who they were. 


Allah said: 


(Y ) 1) Qjlajtl La!a cs^J lil jj^C- jjll 


Then if they disobey you, say: "I am innocent of what 
you do." 


This specific warning does not contradict the 
general warning; indeed it is a part of it, as Allah 
says elsewhere: 


/j jig r. jAjf La Laj3 jAnl 


In order that you may warn a people whose 
forefathers were not warned, so they are 
heedless. (36:6) 
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sJp jx jlllls l_]l 4-J (j-aj 


but those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will 
be their promised meeting place. (11:17) 


According to Sahih Muslim, the Prophet said: 

Uj 1-atll &1 a (j-o .1^.1 ^ U taAiJ nql ^lllj 


J 
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By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no one 
from these nations -- Jewish or Christian — hears 
of me then does not believe in me, but he will 
enter Hell. 


Many Hadiths have been narrated concerning the 
revelation of this Ayah, some of which we will quote 
below: 


Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded 
that Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 

"When Allah revealed the Ayah, ^ 

<j*L$ll (And warn your tribe of near kindred), the 
Prophet went to As-Safa’, climbed up and called 
out, alAlj^a Ij O people! 


The people gathered around him, some coming of 
their own accord and others sending people on 
their behalf to find out what was happening. 


The Messenger of Allah said: 

jJ ^ tyjfialalljlJfc Lg ll 11 

Ajjj 11a gr q i in tLlk jjl 


0 Bani 'Abd Al-Muttalib, 0 Bani Fihr, 0 Bani 
Lu'ayy! What do you think, if I told you that there 
was a cavalry at the foot of this mountain coming 
to attack you -- would you believe me! 

They said, "Yes." 

He said: 

JjJjjj L_ll H. (_j3j (jlj °aS Jjlj ^11 
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Then I warn you of a great punishment that is 
close at hand. 

Abu Lahab said, "May you perish for the rest of 
the day! You only called us to tell us this" 

Then Allah revealed: 

!_iij y -Ji I3j tlnj 

Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and 
perish he! (111:1) 

This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At- 
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her said: 

"When the Ayah, (And warn 

your tribe of near kindred) was revealed, the 
Messenger of Allah stood up and said: 


lj “. 4jj! Ajiuja Ij AjjI A_<Jali lj 

jj;a Lllui Ai\ illLsi U . ^ lOnA^I jLc- 


O Fatimah daughter of Muhammad, 0 
Safiyyah daughter of Abd Al-Muttalib, 0 
Bani Abd Al-Muttalib, I cannot help you 
before Allah. Ask me for whatever you 
want of my wealth. 

This was recorded by Muslim. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Qabisah bin Mukhariq and 
Zuhayr bin 'Amrsaid: 

"When the Ayah: u*u^' 'j&jmas- (And warn 
your tribe of near kindred) was revealed, the 
Messenger of Allah climbed on top of a rock on 
the side of a mountain and started to call out: 


j Jjj ^jj ^ Juc. ( _ g jj Ij 

(_£.}Ijj jj jjl jJaa. j A&f (jjj i—lAji jiill 

al&LLa \j ;i_iyu c. 
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0 Bani Abd Manaf, I am indeed a warner, and the 
parable of me and you is that of a man who sees 
the enemy so he goes to save his family, fearing 
that the enemy may reach them before he does. 
And he started to call out, (0 people!) 

It was also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. 

Allah's saying: 


( Y w ) jij*^ Lsk 

And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful, 

means, 'in all your affairs, for He is your Helper, 
Protector and Supporter, and He is the One Who 
will cause you to prevail and will make your word 
supreme.' 


(Y ^ A) j U^- 


Who sees you when you stand up. 

means, He is taking care of you. 
This is like the Ayah, 


°jLAj 


So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord, for 
verily, you are under Our Eyes. (52:48) 

Ibn Abbas said that the Ayah, ^1 Ji g'A (Who 

sees you when you stand up) means, 

"To pray" 

Ikrimah said: 


"He sees him when he stands and bows and 
prostrates." 

Al-Hasan said: (Who sees you when you 

stand up) means, 

"When you pray alone." 
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Ad-Dahhak said: oi* (Who sees you when 

you stand up) means, 

"When you are lying in bed and when you are 
sitting." 

Qatadah said: (Who sees you) 

"When you are standing, when you are sitting, 
and in all other situations." 


And your movements among those who fall prostrate. 
Qatadah said: 


<^31 (_5^l 


Who sees you when you stand up. And your movements 
among those who fall prostrate. 

"When you pray, He sees you when you pray 
alone and when you pray in congregation." 

This was also the view of Ikrimah, Ata' Al- 
Khurasani and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 

(Y Y « j 


Verily, He, only He, is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 


He hears all that His servants say and He knows 
all their movements, as He says: 

V j jj\«- j2 (jx ajx 1j£l U«j gUi ^gk l_oj 

AjS Q J * j| V) Q-aC- Qjtakj 


Neither you do any deed nor recite any 
portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any 
deed, but We are Witness thereof, when 
you are doing it. (10:61) 
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OikiJi •fSSit Ui 

26:221 Shall I inform you upon whom the Shayatin 
descend. 

#3 US Jc. LTJS 

26:222 They descend on every lying, sinful person 
(Athim). 

- >• > o ) ) '•t'f' ' 0 s t| ' **■* 

(jJ UJ^ 

26:223 Who gives ear, and most of them are liars. 

b JjW 

26:224 As for the poets, the astray follow them, 

M i j US J J ’ft 

26:225 See you not that they speak about every 
subject in their poetry! 


'afisk v k - fA 


26:226 And that they say what they do not do. 

i yii i jjZj r-'-f.-u i jik j i ji* vj 

26:227 Except those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, and remember Allah much and vindicate 
themselves after they have been wronged. 

And those who do wrong will come to know by what 
overturning they will be overturned. 
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Refutation of the Fabrications of the Idolaters 


Here Allah addresses those idolators who claimed that what was 
brought by the Messenger was not the truth but was merely 
something that he had made up by himself, or that it came to 
him in visions from the Jinn. 

Allah stated that His Messenger was above their claims and 
fabrications, and that what he had brought did indeed come 
from Allah, and that it was a revelation and inspiration, brought 
down by a noble, trustworthy and mighty angel. It did not come 
from the Shayatin, because they have no desire for anything 
like this Noble Qur'an -- they descend upon those who are like 
them, the lying fortune-tellers. 

Allah says: 

Ja 


Shall I inform you, 

meaning, shall I tell you, 


( Y Y ^) J jli (j-0 .,, 

(Y Y Y) ^jjf tilllf JS 3jli 


upon whom the Shayatin descend. 

They descend on every lying, sinful person (Athim). 

meaning, one whose speech is lies and 
fabrication. 


fjj? (Athim) 

means, whose deeds are immoral. 

This is the person upon whom the 
Shayatin descend, fortune-tellers and 
other sinful liars. 


The Shayatin are also sinful liars. 




Who gives ear, 
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means, they try to overhear what is said in the 
heavens, and they try to hear something of the 
Unseen, then they add to it a hundred lies and tell 
it to their human comrades, who then tell it to 
others. Then the people believe everything they 
say because they were right about the one thing 
which was heard from the heavens. 

(wr) 


and most of them are liars. 

This was stated in an authentic Hadith recorded by Al- 
Bukhari from A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, 
who said, 

"The people asked the Prophet about fortune¬ 
tellers, and he said: 


t- 


cs-4 1 f^i 


They are nothing. 

They said: "O Messenger of Allah, they say things 
that come true." 


The Prophet said: 

jjJlf ^2 l £ aT-.-v j jj-a 4 

AjjS 4 jLo (j m j 2 a jljSS 


That is a word of truth which the Jinn snatches, 
then he gabbles it like the clucking of a chicken 
into the ear of his friend, but he mixes it with 
more than one hundred lies. 


Al-Bukhari also recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, 

"The Prophet said: 

i^jkL ASiiUi f.'CZJi J, ft! 13] 

"jfc ^j2 1311 itfjLa Je. aLX, 0Z 

jAj *^1 ;('JlS ^311) IjlS fjJSjj Jll I3U ;|jUS 

I T a. ^nxu]l q I £ . .i 
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(jjj JAjj 4S.1JJ jULui i_L^aj ^_pa*J (jji ^ 


Ji\ ' gjjilJ ^aJ jjx l g '* 4 aKII ^ xu II ft <*jU_xa! 

U4ja i^jAlSlI J jxa.Lull ^jljjJ JJ ' JftJ cs^ 1 ^ d "'^"' (j-« 
t<S_jAj jj! Jj 3 Ulill U«jjj il^L (_jl Jj 3 i_Agjuoll 
;IjSj |j& 'fji 01 'JO °0 ^Olt : J15 j9i£& 4iU JjpSO 
pUlull jjx ‘" iXA ‘ a . „=yi ft JK11 udljj J j i xa ft VIlOj 110 


When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the 
angels beat their wings in submission to His 
decree, a chain beating on a rock. And when the 
fear in their hearts subsides, they say: "What is it 
that your Lord has said" 

They say: "The truth. And He is the Most High, 
the Most Great." 


Then when the Jinn who are listening out, one 
above the other 


(-- and Sufyan illustrated this with a gesture, 
holding his hand vertically with his fingers 
outspread —) 

when they hear this, they throw it down from one 
to another, until it is passed to the fortune-teller 
or soothsayer. The shooting star may strike the 
Jinn before he passes it on, or he may pass it on 
before he is struck, and he adds to it one hundred 
lies, thus it is said: 

"Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, 
such and such would happen" 

So they believe him because of that one thing 
which was heard from the heavens. 


This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. 

Al-Bukhari recorded from A'ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, that the Prophet said: 
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(Jj&) jJlh J&l) J aSjIXq 31 s j| 

oaISSI Ji ^ U"j£a t 2uK3l s<j ijt3l ^ 

4 j 2 S AjLo Igjs-a (jjJjjjS ta jjjial! UaS 


The angels speak in the clouds about some 
matter on earth, and the Shayatin overhear 
what they say, so they tell it to the fortune-teller, 
gurgling into his ear like (a liquid poured) from a 
glass bottle, and he adds to it one hundred lies. 


Refutation of the Claim that the Prophet was a Poet 


Allah tells: 


(Y Y i ) jjj pg »jm ?. I jjtjoill j 

As for the poets, the astray ones follow them. 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas that this 
means: 

"The disbelievers follow the misguided among 
mankind and the Jinn." 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam, and others. 

Ikrimah said, 

"Two poets would ridicule one another in verse, 
with one group of people supporting one and 
another group supporting the other. Hence Allah 
revealed the Ayah, (As for 

the poets, the erring ones follow them). 

(f f °) j yr? <4^ jm 

See you not that they speak about every subject in their 
poetry! 

AN bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas that this 
means: 

"They indulge in every kind of nonsense." 
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Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"They engage in every kind of verbal art." 

This was also the view of Mujahid and others. 

( Y Y t ) jjU La j 

And that they say what they do not do. 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said: 

at the time of the Messenger of Allah, two men, 
one from among the Ansar and one from another 
tribe, were ridiculing one another in verse, and 
each one of them was supported by a group of his 
own people, who were the foolish ones, and Allah 
said: 


(jjjljJI S’ I J 

p'J 

U La jagif j 

As for the poets, the erring ones follow 
them. See you not that they speak about 
every subject in their poetry and that they 
say what they do not do. 

What is meant here is that the Messenger, to whom this 
Qur'an was revealed, was not a soothsayer or a poet, 
because his situation was quite obviously different to 
theirs, as Allah says: 

u'* J | jA (j! ^ Laj ^yLjjall 4 '°sXr. Laj 


And We have not taught him poetry, nor is it 
suitable for him. This is only a Reminder and a 
plain Qur'an. (36:69) 


fi pj J 

jj^Lajj La iLals Li Laj 
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'ojj& & iys jjL v j 


That this is verily, the word of an honored 
Messenger. It is not the word of a poet, little is 
that you believe! 

Nor is it the word of a soothsayer, little is that 
you remember! This is the Revelation sent down 
from the Lord of all that exits. (69:40-43) 


The Exception of the Poets of Islam 


Allah tells: 


CllUaJl ■ .all I j I^Lal ill 


Except those who believe and do righteous deeds, 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated from Yazid bin Abdullah 
bin Qusayt, that Abu Al-Hasan Salim Al-Barrad, the freed 
servant of Tamim Ad-Dari said: 

"When the Ayah -- (As for 

the poets, the erring ones follow them) was 
revealed, Hasan bin Thabit, Abdullah bin Rawahah 
and Ka'b bin Malik came to the Messenger of 
Allah, weeping, and said: 

"Allah knew when He revealed this Ayah that we 
are poets." 

The Prophet recited to them the Ayah, 'jj-4 
cjlaJlLall Ijlacj (Except those who believe and do 
righteous deeds), and said: ^ (This means) you. 

... fjjlS All! I jJZj ... 


and remember Allah much. 

He said: (This means) you. 

' j .alia Ua ' a j ■ 'I j 
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and vindicate themselves after they have been 
wronged. 

He said: (This means) you. 

This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir 
from the narration of Ibn Ishaq. 

But this Surah was revealed in Makkah, so how 
could the reason for its revelation be the poets of 
the Ansar? This is something worth thinking 
about. 

The reports that have been narrated about this 
are all Mursal and cannot be relied on. And Allah 
knows best. 

But this exception could include the poets of the 
Ansar and others. It even includes those poets of 
the Jahiliyyah who indulged in condemning 
Islam and its followers, then repented and turned 
to Allah, and gave up what they used to do and 
started to do righteous deeds and remember 
Allah much, to make up for the bad things that 
they had previously said, for good deeds wipe out 
bad deeds. So they praised Islam and its 
followers in order to make up for their insults, as 
(the poet) Abdullah bin Az-Zab'ari said when he 
became Muslim: 

"O Messenger of Allah, indeed my tongue will try 
to make up for things it said when I was bad -- 
When I went along with the Shaytan during the 
years of misguidance, and whoever inclines 
towards his way is in a state of loss." 

Similarly, Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith bin Abd Al- 
Muttalib was one of the most hostile people 
towards the Prophet, even though he was his 
cousin, and he was the one who used to mock 
him the most. But when he became Muslim, there 
was no one more beloved to him than the 
Messenger of Allah. He began to praise the 
Messenger of Allah where he had mocked him, 
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and take him as a close friend where he had 
regarded him as an enemy. 


Italia Ua ' J Jt«adil j 

and vindicate themselves after they have been wronged. 
Ibn Abbas said, 

"They responded in kind to the disbelievers who 
used to ridicule the believers in verse." 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Qatadah and 
several others. 

It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of 
Allah said to Hasan: 




Ridicule them in verse. 


Or he said: 

-.jg 

Ridicule them in verse, and Jibril is with you. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ka'b bin Malik said to the 
Prophet, 


"Allah has revealed what He revealed about the 
poets. The Messenger of Allah said: 


Sjljj ‘ aS' Ajul nj ^jl 

JjjII ^ j. <aj Uo jjtSl 


The believer wages Jihad with his sword 
and with his tongue, By the One in Whose 
Hand is my soul, it is as if you are 
attacking them with arrows. 


( Y Y V) jjjja'J l - 'la' ^ Italia jjjjll j ‘ "J 


And those who do wrong will come to know by what 
overturning they will be overturned. 
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This is like the Ayah, 


'j 3all £A1J V 

The Day when their excuses will be of no profit to 
wrongdoers. (40: 52) 

According to the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said: 

< a \ j 2 \ f jj jjfea s jii 

Beware of wrongdoing, for wrongdoing will be 
darkness on the Day of Resurrection. 

Qatadah bin Di'amah said concerning the Ayah -- j 
ui" (And those who do wrong will 
come to know by what overturning they will be 
overturned), 

this refers to the poets and others. 

This is the end of the Tafsir Surah Ash-Shu' ara'. Praise be to 
Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


*********** 


125 



